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Tymoshenko easily 


survives 
no-confidence vote 


CRE E77 RE 7/ 
Reuters) — Ukrainian 
Prime Minister Yulia 
Tymoshenko easily 
survived a no-confi- 
dence vote in parlia- 
ment, Feb. 5, after re- 
jecting IMF predic- 
tions of a shrinking 
economy and stick- 
ing to her govern- 
ment’s growth fore- 
cast of 0.4 percent. 

The motion, put 
forward by the oppo- 
sition Party of Re- 
gions of ex-Premier 
Viktor Yanukovych, 
won 203 votes in the 
450-seat assembly, 
well short of the 226 
required to pass. 

With less than a 
year to go before a 
presidential election, 
the outcome streng- 
thened Tymoshen- 
ko’s position ahead 
of what she said 
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Tymoshenko after surviving the no-confidence vote. 


would be a cabinet reshuffle the following week. 
Only one confidence vote can be submitted per session under the con- 
stitution and Tymoshenko cannot now be voted out of office until at least 


autumn. 


Speaking outside the chamber, Tymoshenko told reporters the result 
amounted to a “resolution of trust in the government.” 

The prime minister, whose government is underpinned by a coalition of 
three groups, said before the vote that political will was needed to face 
down those predicting negative growth, including the International Mon- 
etary Fund. The economy grew 2.1 percent last year. 

“Ukraine plans for 0.4 percent growth in gross domestic product in 2009, 
whereas the IMF proposed a forecast of minus five percent,” Tymoshenko 


told deputies. 


“The government did not agree with such a forecast. It is simply too 
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easy to become reconciled to a fall. 
I believe Ukraine is strong, with re- 
sources and reserves, and if the 
proper actions are taken at this dif- 
ficult time, we can achieve this in- 
dicator as planned,” she said. 

The global economic crisis has 
slashed demand for Ukraine’s 
chemical and steel exports. Indus- 
trial output dropped 20-30 percent 
year-on-year at the end of 2008. 

Analyst Volodymyr Fesenko of 
the Penta think tank said the vote 
“will allow Tymoshenko to work 
quietly for a time and protect her 
against rearguard attacks from par- 
liament. She still faces some strate- 
gic risks, but these are linked not so 
much to politics as to the social and 
economic crisis.” 

An IMF mission has been in Kyiv 
for the past two weeks to determine 
whether to release the second 
tranche of a $16.4 billion loan. 

Fund officials have made no state- 
ments on the government’s actions, 
including parliament’s passage of a 
2009 budget before the New Year 
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Pirates free Ukrainian ship 


The crew of the Ukrainian merchant vessel MV Faina stands on the deck after a U.S. Navy request to check on 
their health and welfare. The Belize-flagged cargo ship, owned and operated by Kaalybe Shipping, Ukraine, 
was freed on Feb. 4. It was seized by pirates Sept. 25, 2008, and forced to proceed to anchorage off the Somali 
Coast. For more see Page 5.(U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Jason R. Zalasky.) 


Західні економісти мають 
невеселі прогнози для України 


Сергій Драчук, Радіо Свобода 

Міжнародний валютний фонд 
бачить в українській економіці 
такі «серйозні проблеми», що пі- 
шов через це на незвичний крок: 
надіслав до Києва директора свого 
Європейського департаменту в 
той час, коли в Україні вже пра- 
цює місія Фонду. Чималі труднощі 
передрікає Україні й аналітичний 
підрозділ британської видавничої 
групи «Економіст», який опри- 
люднив свій черговий звіт про 
Україну. Серед проблем, які ба- 
чать аналітики на наступний рік, 
- непевність і нестабільність у 
внутрішній політиці, напружені 
відносини з Росією, а також гли- 
бока економічна рецесія й різке 
послаблення гривні. 

Директор Європейського де- 
партаменту МВФ, колишній пре- 
м'єр-міністр Польщі і відомий у 
світі економіст Марек Белькаго-- 
ворив у Києві з Президентом Вік- 
тором Ющенком про серйозні 
проблеми і в тому, як розвивається 
і працює українська економіка, і 
в стані запровадження спільної 
програми України i Міжнародного 
валютного фонду. 

За його словами, головна з цих 
проблем - необхідність збалансу-- 
вати видатки і доходи бюджету, 
щоб скоротити розрив у фінансу-- 
ванні, який виник через бюджет-- 
ний дефіцит. 

Таке становище з економікою і 
з дотриманням вимог МВФ, які 
Фонд висунув, надаючи свій так 
необхідний Україні багатоміль- 
ярдний кредит, ставлять під за- 
грозу надання чергових наступних 
частин цього кредиту, з яких Київ 
наразі отримав лише першу. 


Тим часом фахівці британської 
групи «Економіст» прогнозують, 
що українська влада таки здійс- 
нить необхідні кроки, щоб на- 
ступними двома роками отриму-- 
вати подальші частини кредиту 
MB®. 

Але при цьому вони 3acTepira— 
ють, що цей прогноз ризикує про-- 
валитися через брак політичного 
консенсусу всередині країни. 

Так само тривожні їхні прогнози 
й щодо економічного й політич-- 
ного становища в Україні на 2009-- 
2010 роки. 

На думку авторів звіту, цього 
року офіційний курс гривні по-- 
слабиться порівняно з минулим 
роком у середньому більш як на 
третину, а стабілізується він тіль-- 
ки наступного року. При цьому 


вони застерігають, що занепад 
офіційного курсу може виявитися 
ще й більшим. 

Таке різке послаблення гривні з 
урахуванням того, що більш як 
половина кредитів в Україні виз- 
начається в іноземних валютах, 
призведе до того, що багатьом по-- 
зичальникам — і приватним осо- 
бам, і підприємствам - стане особ-- 
ливо важко повернути свої борги, 
які значно зростуть у перерахунку 
на гривні. Це, в свою чергу, може 
призвести до краху багатьох 
компаній із одного боку i багатьох 
банків із іншого. 

Інфляція ж, тобто зростання 
цін, трохи вповільниться порівня -- 
но з минулим роком, коли вона 
становила близько 25 відсотків. 

Прод наст. 4 


ФОТО -- РАДІО СВОБОДА 
Зустріч Президента Віктора Ющенка з Мареком Белка, директором 
Європейського департаменту МВФ, Київ, 4 лютого 2009 р. 


2 
СБУ допитує колишніх 
кадебістів щодо 
загибелі Шухевича 


(Радіо Свобода)- -Служба безпеки України допитує колишніх 
співробітників Комітету державної безпеки СРСР щодо обставин 
знищення головнокомандувача Української повстанської армії у 1942- 
1950 роках Романа Шухевича. 

«ix допитують із метою з'ясування обставин, в яких під час прове- 
дення військової операції 5 березня 1950 року у Львівській області 
загинув Шухевич, і обставин таємного поховання його тіла», - 
повідомив виконувач обов'язків голови СБУ Валентин Наливайченко, 
27 січня. 

За його словами, колишніх співробітників КДБ допитують як свідків 
у кримінальній справі, яку порушили наприкінці осені 2008 року щодо 
знищення документів, які стосуються долі Шухевича. 

Президент Віктор Ющенко в 2007 році надав Роману Шухевичу 
звання Героя України. 


МЗС: Росія не має права 
переозброювати флот у 
Криму без згоди України 


(Радіо Свобода)- -Російська сторона не може без згоди Києва 
переозброювати Чорноморський флот, що базується в Криму, заявив 
директор Першого територіального департаменту Міністерства 
закордонних справ України Леонід Осаволюк, 2 лютого. 

Посилаючись на інформацію представника російських Військово- 
Морських сил, він нагадав про плани Росії цього року доправити до 
Севастополя новий підводний човен. 

«Тобто, командування ВМС Росії планує здійснити переозброєння, 
або посилити військовий склад Чорноморського флоту на території 
України», - заявив Осаволюк. 

У зв'язку з цим він нагадав, що, відповідно до двосторонніх 
домовленостей, таке переозброєння Чорноморського флоту можливе 
виключно за згодою української сторони. 

За словами дипломата, українська сторона готова розглядати 
питання про переозброєння російського флоту на території України 
лише за двох умов: Україна та Росія мають підписати додаткову угоду 
про базування Чорноморського флоту та його дії у кризових ситуаціях, 
а також спеціальну угоду про заміну озброєнь. 
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До 80-річчя створення 
ОУН - виклики 
української історіографії 


Валентина Одарченко, Радіо Свобода 

80 років тому 3 лютого 1929 року у Відні завер- 
шилась конференція, на якій була започаткована 
Організація українських націоналістів. Зрозуміла 
для кожного українця мета організації - створення 
суверенної української держави - стала черговим 
приводом для очорнення національно-визвольного 
руху з боку імперій - противників української 
державності. 

Повернути українцям історію їхнього патріотизму 
намагаються історики Національного університету 
«Острозька академія». Поряд з Інститутом дослід- 
жень середньовічної Острогіани тут досліджують 
історію повстанського руху. 

Якщо Україна - перехрестя європейських доріг, 
то Рівненщина - перехрестя доріг українських — 
переконані дослідники, котрі не перший рік вив- 
чають тему повстанської боротьби на теренах Во- 
лині. Підняті з небуття архіви про легендарного 
командира Поліської Січі Тараса Бульбу-Боровця 
та його побратима Клима Савура, тривають розкоп- 
ки й увічнення пам'яті героїв найбільшої в історії 
УПА битви під Гурбами, розкриті невідомі епізоди 
Конференції поневолених народів, котра відбулася 
в часи Другої Світової тут, під Здолбуновим, готу- 
ється проект створення музею Повстанської рес- 
публіки у легендарній Гуті під Костополем... Тим 
часом нинішній ювілей став приводом для запро- 
шення в Острог вчених з усієї України, котрі дослід- 
жують діяльність Організації українських націо- 
налістів та її провідника Степана Бандери. 

На конференціях і зустрічах йшлося про 
необхідність розкриття якомога більшої частини 
архівних документів. Ці матеріали розповідають про 
особливості переговорних процесів з воюючими 
сторонами та польським рухом опору, ілюструють 
приклади протистояння радянських карально- 
репресивних органів не лише підпільникам, а й 
населенню, більшість якого на теренах Західної 
України підтримувало повстанців, розкривають 
тактику і методи оперативно-військових дій радян- 
ської сторони у протиборстві з підпіллям ОУН - 
каже завідувач кафедри оперативного мистецтва та 
історії спецслужб Національної академії Служби 
безпеки України Дмитро Вєдєнєєв. 

«Досить сказати, що існувало так зване 
легендоване підпілля - фальшиві групи, які суцільно 
маскувалися під оунівців, розігрували цілі сцени з 
кривавим дійством... Лише на Станіславщині за 
допомогою таких груп були захоплені понад 300 
учасників Опору. Тим часом у радянських 
правоохоронних органах була жалюгідна частка 
місцевого населення, і взагалі етнічних українців», 
- зазначив Дмитро Вєдеєнєєв. 

Для Степана Бандери - онука Степана Бандери — 
нинішній рік насичений зустрічами. В Острозі спіл- 
куватися легко, бо тут - однодумці, - каже він, вра- 


ФОТО — РАДІО СВОБОДА 
Степан Бандера - онук Степана Бандери. Острог, 2 
лютого 2009 р. 


жений небайдужістю студентів до теми національно- 
визвольного руху та особистості свого діда. А ось 
проблема прямо протилежного ставлення до 
повстанців у різних регіонах України є перш за все 
проблемою державної політики — переконаний він. 

«Я був у Східній Україні кілька разів, і люди з 
одного боку Дніпра й з іншого - ті ж самі, однак на 
сході люди живуть у тотальному інформаційному 
полоні російських ЗМІ. Нам потрібно більше 
внутрішнього українського туризму - замало людей 
так рухаються — одні зі Львова не виїжджають, інші 
бояться туди поїхати до Львова, бо розмовляють 
російською, ніби їх там поб'ють - це міфи, але вони 
існують...» 

Саме обмін студентами й науковцями між україн- 
ськими вишами є одним із напрямків патріотичної 
роботи в НУ «Острозька академія» - зазначив 
ректор університету Ігор Пасічник. Щодо акту-аль- 
ності конференції, він, зокрема, зазначив: «Природ- 
ньо, що історію України раніше писали ті, хто були 
переможцями. Але за 17 років ми не написали 
власної історії. Інтерпретатори нашої історії зараз 
чітко розділили Україну на два табори - на цій ниві 
точиться справжня війна. У нас тут були присутні 
відомі вчені з Донеччини, Луганська, Микола- 
ївщини, вони вже ведуть діалог, тож у нас з'явилася 
надія, що ми скоро напишемо справ-жню історію 
Національно-визвольного руху». 

Студенти вишу взяли участь у конкурсі студент- 
ських робіт, приуроченому ювілею Степана Банде- 
ри, котрий спонсорувала заступниця Світової Феде- 
рації українських жіночих організацій Наталка 
Даниленко. 


Образ Степана Бандери на шарфиках 


Галина Терещук, Радіо Свобода 

80-річчя від часу створення Організації Українсь- 
ких Націоналістів у Львові відсвяткували без мітин- 
гів та віче, а молодіжні організації ініціювали флеш 
моб, щоб привернути увагу до постаті Степана Бан- 
дери, українських героїв. Школярі та студенти ут- 
ворили живий напис ОУН і прапор цієї організації. 

Використовуючи чорно-червоні кольори ОУН, 
львівська мерія замовила 1000 шарфиків із зобра- 
женням провідника українських націоналістів Сте- 
пана Бандери. Бюджету міста така ідея обійшлась 
у 35 тисяч гривень. 

Шарфики роздавали безкоштовно, якщо львів'яни 
знали дату народження Степана Бандери чи якісь 
факти з його біографії. Однак серед випадкових 
перехожих було не так багато людей, які знали, що 
Степан Бандера народився 1 січня 1909 року. 

Більш обізнаними виявились львівські школярі: 

- Він був патріотом України, визволяв Україну. 

— Степан Бандера - ідеал народу. Якщо 6 не він, 
я не знаю, чи ми могли б тут бути і розмовляти 
українською. 

- Він був герой України. 

- Я б не хотів жити під владою іншої держави. 

Шарфик із зображенням свого діда отримав і 
Степан Бандера, який мешкає у Канаді. Онук провід- 
ника ОУН пожартував: «Наскільки холодно, що це 
- гарна ідея». 


Втім для молодого Степана Бандери важливо, що 
сьогодні в Україні більше привернута суспільна 
увага до постаті провідника ОУН, але надто багато 
дискутують і говорять з політичним присмаком про 
Другу світову війну. 

Хоча Друга світова війна - це вже історія, в Укра- 
їні складається враження, що війна завершилась 
кілька місяців тому. Оскільки, за словами Степана 
Бандери, й далі воюють із тими людьми, які воювали 
у 1940-х. 

Онук провідника ОУН втішений тим фактом, що 
СБУ розсекречує архіви визвольного періоду, але з 
іншого боку, він не розуміє, що з одного боку, указом 
розсекречують архіви, а, з іншого, призначають 
головою Держкомархіву комуністку Ольгу Гінзбург. 

«То справа безнадійна. Якусь хитру подвійну гру 
грають політики, зокрема з блоку Юлії Тимошенко, 
які з одного боку, популяризують ОУН -УПА в 
Галичині, а з другого боку роблять дорогу Віктору 
Медведчуку до Вищої ради Юстиції, а Ольгу 
Гінзбург до Держкомархіву. Це виглядає дивно», — 
зауважив онук провідника ОУН. 

Та попри гру українських політиків довкола 
питань Другої світової війни, Степан Бандера назвав 
уже й перемогу, що мельниківці і бандерівці спільно 
цього року святкують ювілей Степан Бандери і 
ОУН. А це позитивний знак для об'єднання усіх 
націоналістів після довгих років. 
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Israel does not regard 
1932-33 famine as genocide 


(Itar-Tass)—Israel does not regard the famine in 
Ukraine in the 30s of the past century as genocide, and, 
just as Russia, considers it a tragedy of many peoples 
of the USSR, Pinhas Avivi, the deputy director-gen- 
eral of the Israeli Foreign Ministry in charge of rela- 
tions with Russia, CIS and East European countries, 
told (the Russian news agency) Itar-Tass on Jan. 28. 

“We regard the “holodomor’ as a tragedy but in no 
case do we call it genocide,” he said. “We describe it 
as the tragedy in which the peoples of Russia, Moldova, 
Ukraine, Kazakhstan and of other countries suffered, 
and we accept Russia’s wording,” he said. “The Holo- 
caust is the only genocide to us,” he said. “We voted 
precisely in this way in the United Nations on the docu- 
ment Ukraine presented and we regard it (the 
‘holodomor’) as the common tragedy of many peoples, 
not Ukraine alone.” 

“This was Israel’s clear message, and we, specifi- 
cally, decided that we recognize the document 
UNESCO adopted two years ago, and nothing else,” 


Avivi said. 

Late last year Ukraine’s delegation to the UN circu- 
lated a declaration calling for recognition of the 
"роіодотог" as genocide of the Ukrainian people. In 
addition to Ukraine, 31 countries, Israel included, signed 
the document. Israel, however, addressed to Ukraine’s 
representative a letter with reservations regarding its 
stand, which were not given broad coverage. 

The Russian delegation succeeded in blocking the 
Ukzainian delegation” s resolution in the UN in De- 
cember. “We have succeeded in preventing it from be- 
ing put on the agenda of the 63rd session of the UN 
General Assembly,” Vitaly Churkin, Russia’s ambas- 
sador at the UN then said. He said Kyiv’s suggestion 
to regard the famine of the 30s of the past century as 
genocide of the Ukrainian people can be assessed as 
Зап attempt to sow discord and animosity between the 
Russians and Ukrainians.” Churkin said, “Our peoples 
have the common past and the famine affected not 
Ukraine alone.” 


PM to wait until June for spending cuts 


(Ukrainian Journal) - Prime Міп- 
ister Yulia Tymoshenko suggested 
the government will not be submit- 
ting amendments to the 2009 bud- 
get until the end of June, Parliamen- 
tary Speaker Volodymyr Lytvyn said 
Feb. 2. 

The delay comes in sharp contrast 
with the calls by President Viktor 
Yushchenko to immediately and 
drastically reduce budget spending 
in order to avert a looming “social 
catastrophe” in Ukraine. 

Yushchenko, while pressing for the 
amendments, cited analysis by Fi- 
nance Minister Viktor Pynzenyk that 
Ukraine has been experiencing a ma- 
jor slump in budget revenue due to 
the worst economic crisis in decades. 

But Tymoshenko’s refusal to cut 
spending until the end of June shows 
that she stands by her recent fore- 
cast that the Ukrainian economy 
may be on the way to recovery by 
the end of June. 

The developments underscore a 
major difference in the forecast of 
the Ukrainian economic future this 
year by teams of the president and 
the government, a clash that may 
soon explode. : 

“I have read the government’s 
statement that they will be doing 
nothing in the first half of the year,” 
Lytvyn said. “But I have to say that 
this contradicts the law on the bud- 
get that stipulates the government 
must submit the amendments before 
May 1.” 


Lytvyn suggested that the amend- 
ments cutting budget spending may 
be submitted by the president and 
individual lawmakers, and said that 
Parliament may be able to take ac- 
tion without the government. 

This suggests that Lytvyn de-facto 
shares Yushchenko’s calls for the 
drastic cut of budget spending, 
which may potentially split the 
Tymoshenko-led coalition. 

“I assure you that all smart and 
well-calculated amendments will be 
supported by Parliament,” Lytvyn 
said. 

A secret memo, recently leaked to 
the media and widely attributed to 
Finance Minister Viktor Pynzenyk, 
suggested that it was “too optimis- 
tic” to believe that the Ukrainian 
economy would contract by 5% on 
the year in 2009. 

Tymoshenko apparently sticks by 
the government’s forecast that pre- 
dicts the economy would grow 0.4% 
on the year in 2009. 

Oleksandr Shlapak, a deputy chief 
of staff at the Yushchenko office, 
estimated the government may be 
facing a budget deficit at 70 billion 
hryvnias in 2009, and the amount 
that can be only covered by money 
printing. 

The government earlier predicted 
budget revenue would increase by 
3.1% to 238.9 billion hryvnias in 
2009, while spending was set to in- 
crease 10.7% to 267.3 billion 
hryvnias, according the Finance 


Tymoshenko easily 
survives no-confidence vote 


Cont. from Page 1 

with a 3 percent deficit despite an 
IMF stipulation that the plan be defi- 
cit-free. 

Yanukovych told the chamber 
there would be no improvement in 
the economy until those in power 
were replaced. “There must be early 
elections to parliament and for presi- 
dent,” he said. 

Yanukovych leads in opinion 
polls in the long run-up to the presi- 
dential poll, followed closely by 
Tymoshenko. President Viktor 
Yushchenko, the premier’s es- 
tranged ally from the 2004 pro- 
Western “Orange Revolution,” trails 
in single figures. 

Yushchenko has long been at odds 
with the premier over nearly all 
policy issues and has asked her to 
alter the budget. 


Presidential chief of staff Viktor 
Baloga dismissed the prime 
minister’s address as fantasy in a 
statement on the presidential Internet 
site, saying she depicted “Ukraine as 
some sort of fable where a magic 
fairy creates all things good while 
troubles are created only by those 
wishing everyone ill.” 

Tymoshenko suggested before the 
vote that if her government sur- 
vived, she would bring in experts 
from all political forces in a shuffle. 

Parliament must approve all cabi- 
net changes. 

Ukrainian news reports said sev- 
eral ministers were likely to lose 
their jobs. These included Finance 
Minister Viktor Pynzenyk who, ac- 
cording to a respected Internet news 
site, denounced the budget as exces- 
sively optimistic. 


Ministry. 

The State Treasury raised 4.23 
billion hryvnias in January to the 
general fund, which represents the 
biggest chunk of the budget, com- 
pared with 9.52 billion hryvnias 
originally forecast, exposing a ma- 
jor budget deficit. 

But statistics released by 
Tymoshenko’s press service sug- 
gested that the government collected 
all the porecs budget revenue in 
January. 

Analysts said the government 
may have asked Naftogaz Ukrayiny, 
the state oil and gas company and 
the country’s largest taxpayer, to pay 
its taxes early. The money may have 
later released back to Naftogaz as a 
payment to compensate the gas 
company for cheap natural gas it is 
required to supply to Ukrainian 
households. 


EDMONTON " CALGARY : 
ІМЕЕВІ 


HEMISPHER 


ph: (780) 452 1800, fax: (780) 453 5205 


Book Launch and Lecture by Professor Lubomyr Luciuk 


Holodomor 
Reflections on the Great Famine 
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Західні економісти 
мають невеселі 
прогнози для України 


Прод із ст. 1 

Але наступними двома роками вона все одно перевищуватиме число 
10 - на 2009 рік інфляцію прогнозують у більш як 16 відсотків, а на 
2010-й, коли гривня мала б стабілізуватися, - приблизно в 12 відсотків. 

Загалом в українській економіці британські фахівці передбачають 
на цей рік різку рецесію, зі скороченням реального валового 
внутрішнього продукту на 6 відсотків. I лише наступного року, коли 
економічні умови, на їхню думку, почнуть потроху поліпшуватися, 
ВВП трохи поновить зростання - лише на 2 відсотки. 

Внутрішньополітична ситуація в Україні цього року залишатиметься 
надзвичайно непевною, вважають аналітики. Постійним ризиком далі 
буде можливість провалу нинішнього коаліційного уряду. Коаліцію 
далі роздиратиме гостра особиста ворожнеча між Прем'єр-міністром 
Юлією Тимошенко i Президентом Віктором Ющенком. A ще на 
коаліцію чинитиме дедалі більший тиск головна опозиційна сила, 
Партія регіонів, якій, за словами звіту, додає сміливості все гірше 
економічне і соціальне становище в країні. 

За цього становища автори звіту не виключають і можливості 
заворушень, хоча вважають, що такі протести залишаться на 
місцевому рівні і не перейдуть у загальноукраїнські. Але вони 
зазначають, що Партія регіонів може спробувати проспонсорувати 
акції громадських протестів у своєму намаганні скинути уряд 
Тимошенко. 

При цьому британські фахівці бачать поліпшення рейтингу лідера 
Партії регіонів Віктора Януковича порівняно з рейтингом прем'єра, 
популярність якої через економічну кризу починає зменшуватися. 
Вони нагадують, що саме Янукович і Тимошенко будуть головними 
суперниками на президентських виборах, бо шанси Ющенка на них 
надто малі. 

А в зовнішній політиці на цей рік прогнозуються напружені 
відносини з Росією, особливо якщо Ющенко продовжить свою лінію 
на рух України до вступу до НАТО і на виведення російського 
Чорноморського флоту з Криму в 2017 році; так само, на їхню думку, 
можливі й нові політичні суперечності між двома країнами і навколо 
постачання енергоносіїв через низку невизначеностей навколо останніх 
газових угод. 

Аналітики з «Економіст» при цьому звертають увагу, що Тимошенко 
останнім часом змінює свій тон щодо Росії на дедалі примирливіший, 
і вважають, що чи вона, чи Янукович, якщо стануть наступним 
Президентом України, найімовірніше перейдуть на значно дружнішу 
щодо Росії позицію. 
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Чорновола вбили? Чи покарають 
винних і замовників? 


Галина Терещук, Радіо Свобода 

У Верховній Раді створять тимчасову слідчу KOMi— 
сію з питань розслідування обставин вбивства В'я- 
чеслава Чорновола, яка ознайомиться з напрацю-- 
ваннями слідчої групи. А днями Президент дасть 
доручення Генпрокуратурі поставити крапку у 
справі вбивства лідера НРУ і унеможливити якісь 
маніпуляції. Про це заявив у Львові народний 
депутат України Ярослав Кендзьор, 29 січня. 

25 березня 1999 року. Загибель В'ячеслава Чор-- 
новола шокувала. Не стало відомого українського 
політика, державного діяча, публіциста 1 журналіста. 
Ніхто у Львові з друзів лідера НРУ не вірив, що це 
було випадкове ДТП, як заявило МВС. Одразу 
домінувала думка, що Чорновола вбили і усе 
заздалегідь спланували, а справу намагатимуться, 
як десятки інших, «поховати». 

Слідство кваліфікувало пригоду як звичайне ДТП. 
Версія про замах на життя і вбивство навіть не 
розглядалась. Кримінальну справу поновили у 2005 
році. Ця трагедія викликала значний резонанс в 
українському суспільстві. Та не більше. Ні право-- 
охоронці, ні Генпрокуратура, ні СБУ не сказали досі 
правду про те, що ж сталася на п'ятому кілометрі 
автотраси Бориспіль-Золотоноша. Однак, вияви- 
лось, що слідчі назбирали таки чимало матеріалів, 
які вказують на замовний характер вбивства 
В'ячеслава Чорновола. 

За два місяці до 10-ої річниці від дня загибелі 
В'ячеслава Чорновола, за рік до президентських 
виборів з'явились нові факти у справі лідера НРУ. 
Мова йде про замовне і фахово сплановане вбивство. 
В січні народні депутати Ярослав Кендзьор та Іван 
Стойко заявили, що вони мають у своєму розпо- 
рядженні дані від свідків про те, що лідер НРУ 
Чорновіл та його водій Євген Павлов після зіткнення 
з вантажівкою на трасі могли вижити. Тобто, коли 
машини зіштовхнулись, обоє були живі. 

Згідно з висновками судмедекспертизи, травми, 
які призвели до смерті Чорновола i Павлова, «xapak— 
терні при нанесенні кастетом профільною ударною 
поверхнею». 

Третій пасажир, прес-секретар Чорновола Дмитро 
Пономарчук, залишився живий. Після зіткнення він 
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знепритомнів, але таки бачив, що хтось ззаду розби-- 
вав вікно чимось металевим, Втім, подумав, що це 
був охоронець Генадія Удовенка, який у руках нібито 
тримав пістолет. Але, як з'ясувалось, це був не він. 

Після цієї трагедії Пономарчук попав в іншу аварію. 
Чи не у такий спосіб його попереджали мовчати?.. 

Тодішній міністр, уже покійний, Кравченко оголо-- 
сив одну версію про загибель лідера НРУ- нещасний 
випадок. Свідчення Пономарчука до уваги не брали. 

Кендзьор зазначив, що є висновки польських i 
львівських експертів про те, що подушки безпеки 
«Тойоти Корола» Чорновола не спрацювали, а 
живлення відімкнули заздалегідь. 

Усі докази, які потрапили до рук, засвідчують, що 
аварія готувалася дуже фахово. Усю дорогу автомо-- 
біль, в якому їхав Чорновіл, супроводжував BACOKO— 
посадовець ДАЇ. Цю інформацію підтвердила прес- 
служба Генпрокуратури. До слова, цей чоловік 
раптово помер після загибелі Чорновола. Похорон 
у Києві пройшов дуже тихо, як на посадовця такого 
високого рівня. 

Нині слідчі мають великий матеріал, і якщо його 
проаналізувати, то справа може бути завершена 
цього року. Однак, за словами Кендзьора, нині є 
зацікавлені люди серед політиків і високих посадов-- 
ців, які намагаються звести слідство на манівці. Тому 
депутати звернулись до Президента, щоб глава дер- 
жави дав доручення Генпрокуророві завершити 
розслідування справи щодо вбивства Чорновола: 
«Якщо логічно розслідувати кримінальну справу, то 
можна здогадуватися про яких людей мова. 1999 рік, 
рік президентських виборів. В'ячеслав Чорновіл 
тримав інтригу, йде на вибори чи ні, багато їздив. У 
команді Кучми тоді аналізували, якщо піде Чорновіл, 
то не 2496 за нього проголосують, а трішки менше, 
але це б зруйнувало плани, щоб у другий тур потра- 
пили Кучма-Симоненко. Галичани один і другим 
злом, обрали менше. Треба добре аналізувати сере- 
довище Кучми», - зазначив Ярослав Кендзьор. 

Чимало друзів та знайомих В'ячеслава Чорновола 
у Львові кажуть, що при бажанні влади справу 
вбивства Чорновола давно можна було розкрити, але 
чи насміляться сьогодні назвати, а тим паче покарати 
винних і замовників?.. 
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World Court gives Ukraine 


most Black 


(Ukrainian Journal)— Ukraine received most of 
known crude oil and gas fields around the maritime 
area disputed by Romania in the Black Sea after a rul- 
ing by the International Court of Justice, a Ukrainian 
official said Feb. 3. 

The U.N.’s highest court on Feb. 3 defined the Black 
Sea border between Romania and Ukraine, giving Ro- 
mania about 80% of the disputed area, according to 
Romanian diplomats. 

But Andriy Honcharuk, a deputy head of President 
Viktor Yushchenko’s office, said the territory awarded 
by the ruling to Ukraine contains most of the known 
fields in the area. 

“Practically all known oil and gas fields have re- 
mained on the Ukrainian territory,’ Honcharuk said at 
a press conference. 

Romania estimated the area around the Zmiyniy 
(Serpent’s) Island may contain about 100 billion cubic 
meters of natural gas and about 10 million metric tons 
of crude oil. 

Romania took the matter to the U.N. court in 2004 
after six rounds of bilateral negotiations collapsed over 
the boundary of the Black Sea’s continental shelf - a 
source of economic rivalry for decades. 

The court in September examined the dispute, pri- 
marily centered on the small, uninhabited Serpents’ 
Island, where natural gas and oil deposits are thought 
to be concentrated and where one of the great heroes 
of Greek legend, Achilles, is said to have been buried, 
according to documents filed with the court. 

Kyiv plans to create an exclusive economic zone in 


Sea oil, gas 


an area around the uninhabited 17-hectare islet, whose 
ownership has shifted from Romania to Ukraine over 
the years. 

Located some 20 nautical miles off the Danube delta 
(territorial waters extend 12 nautical miles out, caus- 
ing overlapping claims off a shared shoreline), Serpents’ 
Island was owned by Romania until 1948 when it was 
ceded to the then- Soviet Union. 

After the dissolution of the USSR, which used it as a 
military base, Serpents’ Island formally became part 
of the territory of newly independent Ukraine. 

The unanimous ruling by the International Court of 
Justice’s 15 judges, which both parties agreed in ad- 
vance would be binding, gives Romania about four- 
fifths of the area it claimed. 

The new border includes a 12-nautical-mile are (22 
km) around Serpents’ Island, which then hits a line equi- 
distant from Romania and Ukraine’s adjacent coasts. 

The court also determined that Serpents’ Island could 
be considered an island, rather than just a rocky. out- 
crop as Romania had claimed. 

This will now permit Ukraine to create an Exclusive 
Economic Zone (EEZ), which according to UN Con- 
vention on the Law of the Sea extends up to 200 nauti- 
cal miles from the coastline of the 17 hectare landmass. 

“We consider this an equitable and correct solution 
by the court,’ Bogdan Aurescu, Romania’s agent on 
the case, told reporters afterwards. 

Ukraine’s Deputy Foreign Minister Oleksandr 
Kupchyshyn described the ICJ’s decision as a “wise 
compromise.” 


Ukrainian ship freed by Somali pirates 


(RFE/RL)—The office of the 


Proressor Ep Burstynsky MemoriAL Lecture SERIES 


St. Vladimir Institute in Cooperation with the 
Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies 


Pride, Patriotism, Enlightenment and Entertainment: 
The Toronto Ukrainian People’s Home in the 1920s and 1930s 


Speakers 


Andrij Makuch, Research Coordinator, CIUS Kule 
Ukrainian Canadian Studies Centre, and 
Maegon Young, Student, Trent University 


Sunday, February 22, 2009 
2:00 p.m. 


St. Vladimir Institute 


620 Spadina Avenue, Toronto 
(at Harbord, two blocks south of the Bloor-Spadina Subway Station) 


Free - Donations АССЕРТЕр. COFFEE AND TEA WILL BE SERVED. 


For EARLY COMERS: a Special borsch and varenyky lunch 
will be available at 1:00pm. Cost: $5:00. 


For more information: 416-923-3318 


In 2008-09 the 
Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies 
allocated over $100,000 for 
scholarships and grants 


You can support students and researchers too 
by donating to CIUS 


CIUS, University of Alberta, 430 Pembina Hall 
Edmonton, AB, Canada T6G 2H8 
Tel: 780.429.2972; Fax: 780.492.4967 


helped negotiate the ship’s release cargo, but for a regional row over 


Ukrainian president says that a 
Ukrainian cargo ship captured by 
Somali pirates has been released. 

“On February 4, the ship was 
freed after a very difficult operation 
carried out by the Ukrainian special 
services in cooperation with foreign 
special services,” the office of Presi- 
dent Viktor Yushchenko said in a 
statement quoted by AFP. 

“All the members of the crew are 
healthy and safe and are on board 
the Faina. At this moment the ship, 
protected by the U.S. Navy, is pre- 
paring to travel to the Kenyan port 
of Mombasa,” the statement said. 

Reuters quotes a local man who 


as saying that the Somali pirates re- 
ceived a ransom for the ship. The 
man told Reuters the pirates had 
been paid a ransom of $3.2 million. 

Andrew Mwangura of the East 
African Seafarers Assistance 
Programme, a Kenyan-based piracy 
monitoring group, said earlier that 
about 100 gunmen were aboard the 
vessel checking the ransom pay- 
ment. 

The МУ Faina was captured in 
September with its 20-man crew and 
a cargo of 33 Soviet-era T-72 tanks, 
along with other weapons. 

Its seizure drew international at- 
tention, not only for its military 


the destination of the tanks. 


SBU to make secret 
Soviet documents public 


(RFE/RL)—Ukraine’s Security Service (SBU) has said it will hold a 
lustration process this year with previously classified documents, RFE/ 
RL’s Ukrainian Service reports. 

SBU spokesman Valentin Nalivaychenko has said that all secret files 
from the Soviet period in Ukraine between 1917 and 1991 will be made 
available to the public. ; 

He said beginning оп Jan. 21, “Ukraine does not keep the secrets of the 
Soviet Union’s repressive system.” 

Nalivaychenko added that there are currently more than 800,000 cases 
of files sealed as “secret” or “top secret.” 

The SBU said it will eventually set up a website that will contain all 
lustrated documents. 


Defense Ministry moves to 
solve Crimea land dispute 


(RFE/RL)— Ukraine’s Defense Ministry has decided to hand over a 
plot of land to the Crimean government in order to resolve a dispute with 
Crimean Tatars who claim the land. 

Crimean Parliament speaker Anatoly Hritsenko told RFE/RL Feb. 4 that 
the Defense Ministry will hand over the land in Simferopol, the capital of 
the Crimea region, where Crimean Tatar repatriates from Central Asia 
built a settlement called Yani Kyrym (New Crimea) several years ago. 

Private companies have been trying to use the territory for their own 
purposes, saying that the Tatar settlement was built illegally. 

Hritsenko said that if the Crimean government becomes the owner of 
the land, it will be easier to resolve the conflict. 

The leadership of the Crimean Tatars the previous week week asked for 
help in resolving the dispute from the Parliamentary Assembly of the Coun- 
cil of Europe. 


Email: cius@ualberta.ca; www.cius.ca 


Somali pirates have captured 
three boats so far in 2009, after tak- 
ing a record 42 last year in the busy 
Gulf of Aden and Indian Ocean ship- 
ping lanes. Anarchy and an Islamist 
insurgency onshore have fueled the 
upsurge of piracy. 
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Canada right to 
deport KGB agent 


(But Lennikov case has nothing to do with D and D) 


Canada is right to deport former KGB agent Mikhail Alexander 
Lennikov, who was refused permanent residency during his very first in- 
terview with an immigration official back in 1999. The reason his final 
day of reckoning is only coming this month is because he has successfully 
dragged out the appeal process for 10 years. Since Federal Court of Ap- 
peal has dismissed a request by Lennikov’s lawyer for a judicial review of 
an earlier decision by the Immigration Division of the Immigration and 
Refugee Board upholding the initial decision not to grant permanent resi- 
dency, the matter is now closed. But let’s get a couple of things straight. 
This case has nothing to do with Denaturalization and Deportation (D and 
D). Neither is it a human rights issue. It is strictly an immigration case. 

D and D involves the revocation of citizenship of people who have been 
Canadian citizens for over 50 years. Lennikov was never granted perma- 
nent residence status, let alone citizenship. There is no appeal process in a 
D and D finding. Lennikoy has taken advantage of the appeal process he 
can benefit from to its very limits. 

Lennikoy came to Canada on a study permit in 1997, bringing his fam- 
ily with him, and applied for permanent residency two years later. He was 
rejected as a security risk under section 34 of the Immigration and Refu- 
gee Protection Act, the relevant portions of which provide that: “A perma- 
nent resident or a foreign national is inadmissible on security grounds for 
(a) engaging in an act of espionage or an act of subversion against a demo- 
cratic government, institution or process as they are understood in Canada; 
or (f) being a member of an organization that there are reasonable grounds 
to believe engages, has engaged or will engage in acts referred to in para- 
graph (a), (b) or (c).” 

As a KGB agent between 1981 and 1988, Lennikov, among other things, 
spied on Japanese businessmen and fellow Soviet students. He claimed he 
was coerced into joining the KGB and could be imprisoned or tortured if 
he returned to Russia. These claims were dismissed outright by the Immi- 
gration and Refugee Board and upheld by Madam Justice Mactavish of 
the Federal Court of Appeal in her January 16, 2007 ruling. Among the 
points made were that Lennikoy himself testified that he joined the KGB 
not out of fear for his life, but for his career prospects, that he benefited 
from several promotions within the KGB, “despite allegedly having in- 
tentionally caused turmoil by requesting transfers and requesting to leave 
the organization”, that he maintained his contacts in the KGB after having 
left the organization, that “despite the circumstances allegedly surround- 
ing Mr. Lennikov’s departure from the KGB in 1988, his Work Book none- 
theless indicated that he continued to work for the Soviet government 
until 1991” and that “there was also no evidence that either Mr. Lennikov 
or his family suffered any harm as a result of his departure from the KGB 
in the eight years before he came to Canada”. 

Contrast this with the D and D case of Wasyl Odynsky where Justice 
MacKay found he had indeed been coerced into serving as a Trawniki 
camp guard, under threat of death, but still left his denaturalization after 
50 years of an exemplary life in Canada open to the Minister of Citizen- 
ship and Immigration’s discretion. 

Supporters of Lennikoy have tried to turn this into a “humanitarian” 
issue. They say his 17-year-old son Dmitri has spent most of his life in 
Canada and therefore should be allowed to stay. But the only reason Dmitri 
spent most of his life in Canada is because Canada allows people who are 
rejected for permanent residency status a lot of leeway in terms of appeals 
and Lennikov milked it for what it was worth. Are we to reward him for 
dragging this process out for 10 years? What message does this send to all 
the other people who have had the applications for permanent residency 
rejected? You can beat the system if you drag it out as long as you can at 
taxpayer’s expense, then claim “humanitarian” considerations for having 
done so? Besides, Dmitiri can always get into the line in Moscow and 
apply for independent immigrant status like all the other Russian citizens 
if he so wishes. 

Lennikoy was rejected as a permanent resident and remains a citizen of 
Russia. He has had his decade in court and now it’s time for him to go. 
Any decision otherwise would open up the floodgates to massive abuses 
of our immigration system. 
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Blood and Belonging continues 


Ignatieff removes leading Ukrainian Canadian from shadow cabinet 


By Myroslava Oleksiuk, 
Editorial in e-Poshta, January 28, 2009, Vol.10 No.3 

On Thursday, January 22, 2009 in his first shadow 
cabinet, Michael Ignatieff removed Borys 
Wrzesnewskyj, M.P. for Etobicoke Centre from his 
previously held position of Critic for Citizenship, Im- 
migration & Multiculturalism, and removed Mr. 
Wrzesnewskyj from the shadow cabinet altogether. 

Since his election in 2004, Borys Wrzesnewskyj has 
been a very active Member of Parliament and has been 
a longstanding advocate for the Ukrainian community 
as well as for many other. Mr. Ignatieff has a history of 
differences, and an enduring problematic relationship 
with the Ukrainian community. Mr. Wrzesnewskyj’s 
removal from the position of critic for Citizenship, 
Immigration & Multiculturalism seems to once again 
underline the fears the Ukrainian community has had 
with Ignatieff, which originate from Ignatieff’s writ- 
ings in his book Blood and Belonging (1993). 

Even after Ukraine attained independence in 1991, 
for the sixth time in its history, Ignatieff questions 
Ukrainians’ claim of a national identity apart from 
Russia: 71 feel like declaring my basic prejudices on 
arrival,” he writes. “Isn’t nationalism just an exercise 
in kitsch, in fervent emotional insincerity? Especially 
so in Ukraine. It has been part of Russia for centuries.” 

“Into this inauthentic void streams nationalist emo- 
tionalism,” he continues, “striving to convince them 
that there always was a Ukrainian nation; that it has 
been suppressed for centuries; that it has at last found 
its freedom, and so on. The reality is different,” 

Where have we heard this sentiment expressed more 
recently, although more succinctly? Ah yes, when in 
Socchi (April 4, 2008) President Putin tutored Presi- 
dent Bush on Ukraine’s genesis: “Ukraine is not even 
a nation!” 

What prevents former professor Ignatieff and seem- 
ingly aspiring professor Putin to take the opportunity 
to incorporate new data into their ‘wisdom bank’? Why 
do they refuse to revise their positions when in 2004 
they observed a people’s national spirit, as Ukrainians 
traveled from all parts of Ukraine to the capital Kyiv to 
stage the CHE eRe in Independence Square 
— immovable even when rumours flew of Russian 
tanks and planes crossing the border into Ukraine? In- 


What Others Say 


deed, this brought out more supporters, for in fighting 
for free elections Ukrainians understood that the “shield 
against its enemies is its own identity, vigorously as- 
serted and framed by a commitment to democratic val- 
ues”, as articulated by Ukrainian born, Soviet dissi- 
dent, political prisoner and Israeli cabinet minister 
Natan Sharansky in Defending Identity (2008). 

Mr. Ignatieff guides us to the answer to his and Mr. 
Putin’s inability, on this subject of Ukrainians, to think 
rationally and act justly in Blood in Belonging: “My 
difficulty in taking Ukraine seriously goes deeper than 
just my cosmopolitan suspicion of nationalists every- 
where. Somewhere inside, I’m also what Ukrainians 
would call a Great Russian, and there is just a trace of 
old Russian disdain for these “little Russians.” 

In academia this ideological position is referred to 
as a Russo-centric, imperialist interpretation of history. 

The first academic and political analyst to react to the 
news of Borys Wrzesnewskyj’s removal was Taras Kuzio: 
“Borys Wrzesnewskyj is an energetic and committed 
Ukrainian Canadian who has accomplished a lot in a short 
period of time in the Canadian Parliament. His removal 
from the shadow cabinet undermines the Liberal Party’s 
professed allegiance to diversity and inclusiveness and 
throws a dark shadow over Michael Ignatieff’s support 
for traditional Liberal values. Ukrainian Canadians need 
to unite and refuse to be treated as second-class by anew 
Liberal leader who has repeatedly shown in his past 
behaviour a contempt for Ukrainians. If Ignatieff contin- 
ues to treat Ukrainian Canadians in such a manner the 
Ukrainian Canadian community should bring home to the 
Liberal Party the realisation that Ukrainian Canadians 
have a choice in a democracy; that is, to vote for alterna- 
tive political parties. Ukrainian Canadians should bring 
this message home by uniting with other ethnic commu- 
nities who have suffered from Russian oppression.” 

Professor Kuzio’s suggestion will find resonance 
among many Canadians who do not regret that the So- 
viet Union fell apart and do not support an orientation 
that aligns itself with Russia’s Prime Minister/Presi- 
dent Putin’s regrets*. 


Territorial claims can work 
two ways: Russia and Ukraine 


By Taras Kuzio 

(Jamestown Foundation)—The majority of Western 
comments on territorial claims arising from the breakup 
of the USSR focus on Russia’s demands against its 
neighbors. The best known, such as the Crimea and 
frozen conflicts in the Caucasus, are frequently men- 
tioned in the Western media. Added to this are Russian 
comments that repeatedly have focused on the alleged 
“artificiality” of post-Soviet borders. Ukraine in par- 
ticular is pointed out by Russian officials as an alleg- 
edly “artificial” and thereby “fragile” state. 

These Western media reports and Russian comments 
overlook two facts: First, potential territorial revisions 
exist throughout the former USSR; and second, all of 
the borders of the 15 post-Soviet republics, especially 
the Russian Federation, are “arbitrary” and “artificial.” 
Countless post-colonial frontiers throughout the world 
are of a similar nature, and this is more the rule than 
the exception. 

Belarus made territorial claims against Lithuania in 
the 1990s and Estonia and Russia have sparred over 
their border, the treaty for which was signed but never 
ratified by the Russian State Duma. The Trans-Dniestr 
region of Moldova, a frozen conflict since 1992, was 
part of the inter-war Ukrainian SSR as the Moldovan 
Autonomous Soviet Republic. Similar potential terri- 
torial disputes abound in the North Caucasus (e.g., 
Chechnya and Ingushetia), the South Caucasus (Geor- 
gia and Armenia), and Central Asia (Uzbekistan and 
Kyrgyzstan). 

The most “artificial” post-Soviet republic is Russia, 
which was established as the residual home for what 
remained of the Tsarist empire after the non-Russian 
republics were created. Post-Soviet Russia could not 
return to the borders of a pre-imperial Russian nation- 
state because none had ever existed. Unlike England 
and France, which were nation-states before becoming 
empires, Russian city-states merged into Muscovy be- 
fore it emerged as an empire in the eighteenth century. 

Russia therefore resembles the Ottoman Empire in- 
asmuch as the Turks also had no pre-imperial nation- 
state to fall back on when their empire collapsed after 


World War I. The difference between the Turks and the 
Russians is that a nationalist leader, Kemal Ataturk, 
came forward and forged a new Turkish nation-state, 
while no “Ataturk” appeared in late Soviet Russia and, 
unlike his Turkish or Ukrainian counterparts, President 
Boris Yeltsin never prioritized nation-building. 

Alone of the 15 Soviet republics, the Russian SFSR 
has never declared independence from the USSR. 
Russia’s annual “independence day” is therefore a myth, 
as it derives from the June 1990 declaration of sover- 
eignty within the USSR. 

Three decades prior to the transfer of the Crimea in 
1954 from the Russian SFSR to the Ukrainian SSR, 
larger territories were transferred from Ukraine to Rus- 
sia. The Ukrainian-Russian border was the subject of 
confrontation between the collapse of the Russian 
Empire in 1917 and the territorial adjustments made in 
the two years after the creation of the USSR in 1922. 

Ukraine’s pro-independence governments fought 
with the White and Bolshevik forces who both opposed 
the creation of an independent Ukraine. Although the 
Volunteer Army of the Whites was dominated by the 
liberal Kadets, they defended Russia’s unity and indi- 
visibility, opposed a federally reconstituted empire, and 
especially denounced “Little Russian” (Ukrainian) au- 
tonomy, let alone forging an independent state sepa- 
rate from Russia. 

The Starodub region northeast of Chernihiv Oblast 
was part of Ukraine under the 1918 Treaty of Brest- 
Litovsk but was transferred to Russia. Other areas with 
ethnic Ukrainian majorities transferred to Russia were 
Kursk and Voronezh Oblasts east of the Ukrainian 
oblasts of Sumy, Kharkiv, and Luhansk. The Taganrog 
region of Russia’s Rostov Oblast, east of Ukraine’s 
Donetsk Oblast, was also contested by Ukraine and 
Russia. These areas adjacent to the border of the Ukrai- 
nian SSR were claimed by Kyiv, because they were 65 
to 75 percent ethnic Ukrainian and, together the Kuban, 
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The role of Russian organized 
crime in the Gas War 


By Roman Kupchinsky 

(Jamestown Foundation) —On Jan. 20 Alexei Miller, 
the CEO of Russia’s state-owned gas monopoly, 
Gazprom, made an amazing confession. He told 
Interfax that in late December 2008, when negotiations 
between Ukraine and Russia on a new gas supply con- 
tract broke down, the party largely responsible for this 
was RosUkrEnergo (RUE), the Swiss-based middle- 
man company that sold Central Asian gas to Ukraine. 

RUE is 50 percent owned by Gazprom and 45 per- 
cent by a Ukrainian businessman, Dmytro Firtash. “Yes, 
it is true that when the prime ministers of Russia and 
Ukraine agreed to a price of $235 for 1,000 cubic meters 
of gas...RosUkrEnergo proposed paying $285. This 
company was betting that by making such an offer it 
would remain in the market,” Miller stated. What Miller 
failed to explain is why RUE would dare undermine 
the Russian government. 

From its inception RUE has been accused of opacity 
by the media and of “criminality” by Ukrainian Prime 
Minister Yulia Tymoshenko. Most of the charges cen- 
tered on Gazprom’s partner in RUE, Dmytro Firtash, 
and his alleged links to a notorious Russian mobster, 
Semen Mogilevich. Dmytro Firtash has denied any di- 
rect links to Mogilevich. This might be true, but the 
indirect links suggest that Mogilevich was indeed tied 
to Firtash, the Kremlin leadership, and the Ukrainian 
elite. 

The history of RUE began in December 2002 when 
Firtash registered a company in Hungary named Eural 
Tran Gas (ETG), which signed a contract with Gazprom 
on Dec. 5, 2002, becoming the middleman in the 
Turkmen- Ukrainian gas trade. 

Strange circumstances surrounded ETG’s creation: 
unemployed Romanians became principles of the com- 
pany; an Israeli lawyer with ties to Mogilevich became 
a nominal director of the company; and Andras Knopp, 
a former Hungarian communist cultural functionary 
with no knowledge of the gas business became the di- 
rector of the company. Even stranger was Firtash’s re- 
fusal to reveal that he was the ultimate beneficiary of 
ETG. Soon after the contract was signed, ETG was 
given a $70 million loan by Gazprom Bank, which also 
became the guarantor of a $227 million loan to ETG 
by Vnesheconombank . 

By July 2004 media criticism of ETG forced the 
Kremlin to eliminate the company and create 
RosUkrEnergo in its place. RUE came into being dur- 
ing a meeting between Russian President Vladimir 
Putin and then-Ukrainian President Leonid Kuchma in 
Yalta. At that time both leaders stressed that RUE would 
be a fully transparent company, tacitly acknowledging 
media reports that ETG was opaque. One of the two 
co-directors of RUE was Konstantin Chuychenko, a 
former KGB officer, the head of Gazprom’s legal de- 
partment, and a classmate of Dmitry Medvedev 
(Chuychenko’s biography was posted on the Gazprom 
website, but was removed after he left Gazprom to join 
Medvedev’s administration). The other co-director was 
Oleg Palchykov, the former director of the ETG office 
in Moscow who represented Centragas, a company si- 
lently controlled by Firtash. Palchykov’s appointment 
as co-director of RUE was met with a great deal of 


skepticism. 

“His [Palchykov’s] candidacy was submitted by 
Raiffeisen Investment [the nominal owners of 
Centragas]; and we were unable to stop it,’ Alexander 
Ryazanoy, the deputy director of Gazprom and а mem- 
ber of RUE’s coordinating committee, told the Rus- 
sian newspaper Vedomosti. Why Gazprom wanted to 
prevent Palchykov’s appointment in the first place was 
not clear. Gazprom had always insisted that their part- 
ners in RUE were honest, transparent businessmen. Had 
this view suddenly changed? 

Part of the explanation could be that the Moscow 
ЕТО office Palchykov headed was located in a build- 
ing on Novy Arbat 14 that was also used by an alleged 
mobster, Igor Fisherman, who was wanted together with 
Mogilevich by the FBI. According to Vedomosti on 
May 30, 2006, Fisherman was Firtash’s partner in the 
purchase of 75 percent of a Russian company Zangas. 
The flow of money from RUE to Gazprom was also 
murky. Apparently it first went to a shell company in 
Cyprus and then on to Moscow to another shell com- 
pany, “Rubin”. Why wasn’t the money sent directly to 
Gazprom? 

Chuychenko, Dmitry Medvedev’s man in RUE, how- 
ever, remained adamant in his whitewashing of Firtash 
and RUE. “Dmytro Firtash is a very well-known fig- 
ure in the gas business,’ Chuychenko told Ukrayina 
Television on Dec. 1, 2006. “He has been working in 
the gas business in Ukraine for a long time, so his ap- 
pearance in this field was no accident.” 

On Oct. 9, 2007, Medvedev made an incredible state- 
ment on the German television station ARD: “We will 
most likely review the scheme of our relations [with 
Ukraine] and will end the existence of middlemen struc- 
tures, which we do not fully understand.” How could 
Medvedev, the head of Gazprom’s board of directors, 
not understand what RUE was 

Chuychenko’s claims about Firtash were soon dis- 
puted by Putin, who told Interfax on Jan. 8, 2009: "50 
percent of RUE belongs to Gazprom... the Ukrainian 
side belengs to persons we do not know...they showed 
us Mister Firtash once...” 

A controversy over massive Ukrainian debts to RUE 
and RUE to Gazprom heated up in January 2008, and 
Mogilevich was arrested in Moscow in February 2008. 
He was charged with aiding a Russian businessman, 
Vladimir Nekrasov, the alleged owner of the chain of 
Arbat Prestige perfume stores, in а tax evasion scheme. 
Documents from the Russian business registry in the 
possession of Jamestown, however, show that Firtash 
was instrumental in creating Arbat Prestige. 

The day after the Ukrainian-Russian gas agreement 
was signed, the Russian press reported that a Moscow 
court had ordered that Mogilevich and Nekrasoy re- 
main in detention until March 23. Was the timing coin- 
cidental or was it linked to RUE’s debt to Gazprom? 

The litany of contradictions voiced by top Russian 
officials in the RUE case, as well as documented evi- 
dence, suggests that organized crime is linked not only 
to RUE; it is a stark indication that corruption in the 
Kremlin has expanded since Putin’s election in 2000. 
Who stood to benefit from RUE? Putin claims it was 
the Ukrainian leadership — the facts suggest otherwise. 


Territorial claims can work 
two ways: Russia and Ukraine 


contained two million Ukrainians (see three maps in 
Vasyl Boyechko et al, Kordony Ukrainy: Istorychna 
Retrospektyva ta Suchasnyi Stan, Kyiv, 1994). 

The Kuban region of Russia’s Northern Caucasus had 
been populated by the Ukrainian (Black Sea) Cossacks 
from the eighteenth century. After the Ukrainian Cos- 
sack State was absorbed under Catherine the Great into 
the Tsarist empire, Ukrainian Cossack forces were dis- 
banded, except in the Kuban. There Ukrainian Cos- 
sacks were permitted to maintain the only Ukrainian 
Cossack unit (the “Kuban Cossack Host’) until the end 
of Tsarist rule; it was one of 12 Cossack armies in the 
Russian Empire. 

From 1917 to 1920 political forces in the Kuban sup- 
ported opposing tendencies, some backing the White 
armies while others called for unification with inde- 
pendent Ukraine. The large ethnic Ukrainian majority 
in the Kuban gave rise to territorial demands by Ukrai- 
nian national communists who ran Ukraine until the 
imposition of Joseph Stalin’s great terror in the late 

1920s and early 1930s and an artificial famine in 
Ukraine in 1933, 

The famine was permitted to spread from Ukraine 


and devastated the largely ethnic Ukrainian Kuban re- 
gion. This, coupled with the replacement of Ukrainian 
by Russian in the schools starting in 1934, transformed 
the Kuban’s ethnic composition. The Kuban became 
Russified during the course of the following decades, 
although Ukrainian-language pronunciations can still 
be heard in local spoken Russian (for example. Mikhail 
Gorbachev’s Russian). 

The 1989 Soviet census gave a total of 44.2 million 
Ukrainians in the USSR of whom 37 4 million lived in 
the Ukrainian SSR. Of the 6.8 million living elsewhere, 
the largest group was 3.7 million in the Russian SFSR. 

Aside from 247,000 Ukrainians who were living in 
Moscow, a similarly large number lived in the Tyumen 
Oblast of Western Siberia. They had arrived in the Le- 
onid Brezhnev era to provide technical expertise in gas 
exploration (Ukraine was an important center of gas 
expertise in the former USSR, especially in western 
Ukraine. where gas storage facilities are located). 

Russia, in recognizing the independence of South 
Ossetia and Abkhazia, has opened up a potential 
Pandora’s Box of territorial claims throughout the 
former USSR that could backfire on Moscow. 
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2009 TOURS TO UKRAINE 
May 4-19; Jun 8-23; Jul 13-28; Aug 31-Sept.15; Oct 5-20 
Peter Drosdowech's 16-day GRAND TOURS of WESTERN UKRAINE 


feature: cities and villages, bazaars, indoor and outdoor museums, 
churches and monasteries, forts and castles, cultural events and concerts, 
working artists, meeting and talking with people and shopping. 


These 2009 ALL-INCLUSIVE TOURS are guided in English and include: 
airfare, quality hotels and resorts, all meals, chartered air-conditioned bus and 
admissions to events. 


Prices are per person 7 (double occupancy: Sing! ly 
(Shoulder Season September Tour: add $200.)Airline/Airport taxes and Medical & Cancellation ге аге extra, 


Complete information on Website at: www. ToursToUkraine.ca 
Toll-free 1 888 269 3013 ог e-mail:ToursToUkraine@mts.net 


TOURS TO UKRAINE A DIVISION OF UKRAINE VENTURES LTD. 
MEMBER OF CANADA'S NATIONAL UKRAINIAN FESTIVAL; AFFILIATED WITH TERRI'S TRAVEL INTERNATIONAL 


PETER GOLDRING 
Member of Parliament 
Edmonton East 


PUBLIC MONEY MUST BE SPENT RESPONSIBLY 

The automotive industry, specifically the three large North Ameri- 
can companies, Ford, Chrysler and General Motors, is facing problems 
and looking for government support. 

American legislators rejected the first auto company aid package sent 
to Congress by the White House. Canadian government officials had 
discussion with the Canadian subsidiaries, but were waiting first to see 
what was going to happen in the US. Providing assistance to Canadian 
branches of American companies does not work if the parent company 
is going to be insolvent. 

There is no serious argument about the need to help a troubled indus- 
try that employs so many. Were those three automakers to go under the 
estimated immediate job loss nationally is 323,100. There would be a 
further 258,900 jobs lost in the following five years. With that many 
jobs at stake governments have a duty to provide assistance if possible. 
But that assistance can only be provided if the automakers have learned 
from their past mistakes and will not repeat them. There is no point in 
helping an organization that will be in trouble again in a few years. 

One major concern is the retirement allowance provided by compa- 
nies such as General Motors. Workers deserve to receive the pensions 
they have earned and paid into. It is quite another thing for a money- 
losing company to grant retiring workers a “gift” of cash of between 
$75,000 and $125,000 and a $35,000 vehicle. If the average retirement 
bonus is $100,000 plus vehicle and 1,000 workers were to retire each 
year, then that adds up to $135 million annually. A company that can 
give away that kind of money shouldn’t need to look to government for 
assistance. 

I think automakers should end retirement bonus if they are receiving 
bridge financing or other support from struggling taxpayers. 


What do you think? 
Seen 


(780) 495-3261 www.petergoldring.ca 


March 19 & 20 
2009 | 8 рт 


Northern Alberta Jubilee Auditorium 
OnSale Now! Tickets at Ticketmaster | 780.451.8000 


www.ticketmaster.ca 
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UNF HALL 
10629-98 ST. 


A Concert Featuring 
Violinist Virtuoso 
те ст БУ, І 


НОСА аватар 


Cocktails: 6:00 pm 

Entertainment: 6:30 pm 

Dinner: 7:30 pm 

Dance: 9:00 pm Tickets: $35.00 Gen 
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Poland, eyeing 
Russia, seeks 


NATO 
security revamp 


(RFE/RL/Reuters)— Poland wants NATO to revamp its security plan- 
ning in the face of a more assertive Russia after Moscow’s brief war with 
Georgia last summer and its spat last month with Ukraine over gas sup- 
plies, officials say. 

At issue is the alliance’s contingency planning, the defense strategies 
crafted for each NATO member which were last updated, partially, in the 
1990s. 

Polish officials stop short of saying Russia should be named explicitly 
as a threat to the 26-nation alliance, but Moscow’s actions against ex- 
Soviet republics Georgia and Ukraine have increased Warsaw’s security 
concerns. й 

“We are interested in updating the contingency planning to adjust it to 
current reality in terms of possible threats and appropriate answers to 
them,” Deputy Foreign Minister Andrzej Kremer told Reuters on Feb. 2. 

Kremer said this should not be seen as a move against Russia, noting 
that other threats such as terrorist attacks were also not included in cur- 
rent contingency planning. 

“The contingency plans don’t have any well-defined threat for now. In 
particular, Russia’s new aggressive attitude is not defined,’ said Witold 
Waszczykowski, deputy head of Poland’s National Security Bureau. 

Poland will host NATO defense ministers in the southern city of Krakow 
on Feb. 19-20. They are expected to focus on reform of the alliance and 
its mission in Afghanistan. 

Polish Defense Minister Bogdan Klich earlier said that updating con- 
tingency planning would be high on Warsaw’s agenda. 

Moscow and Tbilisi fought a brief war in August over Georgia’s 
breakaway South Ossetia region. Top-level ties between Russia and NATO 
were frozen but officials have said they could be resumed this month. 

Roman Kuzniar, a Polish military expert, said: “Contingency plans 
should reflect the growth in the danger from Russia.... Moscow’s attitude 
to the region has changed and even if it is not a direct military threat to 
Poland’s security now, contingency plans should be updated regularly any- 
way.” 

Warsaw also favors mentioning in any updated document U.S. plans to 
deploy parts of a global missile shield in Poland and the Czech Republic, 
Kremer said, a project endorsed by NATO. 

Moscow opposes the shield plan, although a Russian news agency re- 
ported last week that the Kremlin would halt a retaliatory move to install 
missiles in its Kaliningrad enclave next to Poland in an apparent goodwill 
gesture to the new U.S. administration of President Barack Obama. 

The missile shield was a flagship defense policy under former U.S. 
President George W. Bush. Obama’s nominee for the top policy job in the 
Pentagon, Michele Flournoy, has said the project would be reviewed. 

Senator Carl Levin, who chairs the U.S. Senate’s armed services com- 
mittee, said last month he believed Obama’s administration was serious 
about exploring cooperation with Russia on missile defense. 

NATO spokeswoman Carmen Romero said: “NATO has a sophisticated 
and flexible defense planning capability that plans for any contingency. 
We don’t go into details, but we have a very robust defense planning 
system and there should be no doubt that NATO can carry out all its core 
tasks in an efficient way.” 


Ukraine 
concerned by 
Russian plan to 
enlarge Black 
Sea Fleet 


(RFE/RL)—A Ukrainian Foreign 
Ministry official says he is con- 
cerned with Russian plans to base a 
submarine at the Sevastopol naval 
base this year. 

Leonid Osavolyuk, the director of 
the Foreign Ministry’s First Territo- 
rial Department, told journalists that 
Russia cannot enlarge its Black Sea 
Fleet without Kyiv’s approval. 

Osavolyuk said Russian plans to 
make major changes to its Black Sea 
Fleet could only occur after amend- 
ing the Ukrainian-Russian agree- 
ment on the Russian fleet’s use of 
et; Ukrainian territory and a separate 
Edmonton З pact оп agreed changes is signed. 

mina, af Russia’s Black Sea Fleet re- 
=| mained on Ukrainian territory in 
Crimea after the Soviet Union col- 
lapsed in 1991. 


(UkrNews/Volya)—Edmonton’s Volya 
Ukrainian Dance Ensemble will be visiting 
five western Canadians cities during their 
“Grassroots Tour” later this month. 

“Volya is going back to where it all 
started....to where Ukrainian culture has taken 
root and flourished over the years. This tour 
is in honor of our ancestors, who settled their 
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Volya does the Hopak. 


Volya launches western Canadian “Grassroots Tour”’ 


homesteads on this land, all the while uphold- 
ing Ukrainian traditions and culture. Because 
of them, Ukrainian dance is the respected art 
form that it is today,” says the dance group 
on its website. 

The tour opens in Saskatoon Feb. 14 (7 PM 
- St Joseph’s High School Theatre) and con- 
tinues to Yorkton Feb. 15 (2 PM - Anne 


Volya in action. 


EU, Ukraine eye closer 
ties to avoid gas snags 


(RFE/RL/Reuters)—The European Union 
and Ukraine have agreed to seek closer ties 
in the energy sector to try to avoid future dis- 
ruption of Russian gas supplies through the 
country after this month’s crisis. 

Visiting President Viktor Yushchenko said 
that accords signed with Moscow by his do- 
mestic political rival, Prime Minister Yulia 
Tymoshenko, were “not easy” but gave no in- 
dication at a news conference that he would 
challenge them. 

Many European countries were cut off from 
Russian natural gas for days because of an 
energy payment dispute between Moscow and 
Kyiv, undermining their reliability as suppli- 
ers. 

“We are all determined that this does not 
become an annual event,” European Commis- 
sion President Jose Manuel Barroso told a 
news conference after meeting Yushchenko 
in Brussels, Jan. 27. 

He said the EU and Ukraine would work 
on bringing Ukraine to the European Energy 
Community, a loosely defined body created 
in 2005 to ensure close cooperation within the 
bloc and among some neighboring countries 
and to liberalize the sector. 

Barroso and Yushchenko said Ukraine 
should also integrate its electricity grid with 
those of EU members from Central Europe 
and, crucially, link better its gas-transit pipe- 
lines with the EU’s wholesale gas system. 


“Tt is important for Ukraine to join the Eu- 
ropean Energy Community agreement,” 
Yushchenko said. 

He said he counted on EU countries’ in- 
vestment to modernize Ukraine’s gas-transit 
system, which will be discussed at a high-level 
conference on March 23. 

Yushchenko has warned that the deal signed 
with Russia to end the gas dispute could bring 
Ukraine’s state energy company Naftohaz to 
its knees financially and allow Russians to 
move in and take over property to cover the 
resulting debts. 

Bohdan Sokolovskiy, Yushchenko’s energy 
aide, said on January 26 the deal could be de- 
clared invalid if it was shown to have been 
concluded under pressure. But Yushchenko 
did not give any indication that he would chal- 
lenge them, saying only: “The agreements 
signed are not easy ones.” 

Barroso and Yushchenko voiced confidence 
the EU and Ukraine would sign this year as 
planned an association agreement, which 
would provides for easier trade and travel, 
some aid, and strong economic cooperation. 

Some politicians in the 27-member bloc are 
blaming Ukraine for its role in the gas crisis, 
saying privately Kyiv had failed to pass on 
Russian gas when Moscow made it available. 

But Barroso said the EU would not punish 
Ukraine. “In our bilateral relations, we are not 
taking any negative consequences,” he said. 


Portnuff Theatre). They travel to Manitoba the 
following weekend with stopovers in 
Winnipeg (7 PM - Pantages Playhouse), Feb. 
15 and Brandon, Feb. 22 (2 РМ - Western 
Manitoba Centennial Auditorium). Volya re- 
turns home to the close the tour with two per- 
formance at the Dow Theatre in Forth 
Saskatchewan (7 PM Feb. 28 and 2 PM, 
March 1). 

Volya meaning ‘freedom’ , encompasses the 
unified spirit of the over 40 ensemble mem- 
bers. With many of Volya’s original members 
having studied in Ukraine, a desire existed to 
develop a similar academic style of dance 
within Canada. A strict adherence to techni- 
cal training and professionalism is a philo- 
sophical belief still maintained today, under 
the Artistic Direction of Zhenia Bahri, a 
former professional dancer and director from 
Ukraine. 


Vp 


PHOTOS — SUPPLIED 


Bahri graduated with honors in the Profes- 
sional Dance and Dance Education program 
from the Chernivtsi College of Cultural Arts. 
Shortly after completing his education he was 
invited to dance with the Bukovyna State 
Song and Dance Ensemble with whom he 
toured over 12 countries. Among many ac- 
complishments in his 12 year career with this 
professional ensemble, he was also the-prin- 
ciple dancer and primary soloist. In 1993 
Zhenia came to Canada. 

Since its’ inception in 1989, Volya has flour- 
ished into a vibrant ensemble consisting of 
dedicated members who have captivated and 
delighted audiences with their dynamic per- 
formances around the world. Volya is com- 
mitted to travelling internationally and has 
toured to many destinations abroad such as 
Germany, Brazil and the sunny beaches of 
Portugal!. 


UKRAINIAN DANCE ENSEMBLE PRESENTS 


ASSROOTS 


PERFORMANCES 


Artistic Director ZHENIA BAHRI 


February 14 Saskatoon 7.00pm, St Joseph's High School Theatre 


February 15 Yorkton 2 00pm. Anne Portnuff Theatre 
February 21 Winnipeg 7.00pm, Pantages Playhouse 
February 22 
February 28 Fort Saskatchewan / (0pm, Dow Center 
March | Fort Saskatchewan 2 00pm, Dow Center 


TICKETS 


Brandon 2.00pm, Burton Cummings Theatre 


Fort Saskatchewan & Winnipeg Ticketmasterca| 1-800-9/0 7428 


Saskatchewan - Ticketweb com | 1-888-222-6608 


Brandon © Box office | 204-728-9510 
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Україна пам'ятає й 


(Радіо Свобода)- Президент Віктор 
Ющенко 29 січня заявив, що «день подвигу 
під Крутами - це наш справжній націо- 
нальний День Захисника Вітчизни». 

«Сьогодні вшановуємо один із найвиз- 
начніших подвигів Українського війська. 
Це - звитяга Українського духу і зброї. Це 
- удар молоді проти рабства народу», - 
мовиться у зверненні Президента Віктора 
Ющенка з нагоди річниці подвигу під 
Крутами. 

«91 рік тому відбувся бій, який є леген-- 
дою. Воїни, курсанти і студенти піднялись 
нанерівну битву з ворогом заради свободи, 
заради рідного дому, заради свого народу, 
заради України. Українська історія була не 
раз свідомо перекручена і підмінена. За- 
гарбники так завжди роблять із підкоре- 
ними народами. Вони, насамперед, дискре- 
дитують ідею визвольної боротьби», - 
заявив Президент. 

За його словами, «бій під Крутами - це 
біль, це втрати, але це - не поразка. Це - 
звитяга: як історичний факт, як історична 
правда, як національна істина. Студенти- 
січовики, юнкери та козаки перемогли 
більшовиків. Агресор був зупинений. Він 
зазнав численних втрат. Бій відіграв винят-- 
кову стратегічну роль». 

«День подвигу під Крутами - це наш 
справжній національний День Захисника 
Вітчизни. Він неминуче - це моє глибоке 
переконання - постане в серці кожного 
українського воїна і громадянина. Я під- 
тримую ініціативи, які лунають вже давно, 
щодо державного встановлення такого 
пам'ятного дня. Та головне, щоб цього 
статусу цей день набув силами людей, 
українства, нашої всієї громадськості. 

Безумовно, вагомішою, ніж воєнна, була 
ідейна перемога захисників Крут. Їхній 
подвиг сколихнув наш народ. Їхній приклад 
повів десятки тисяч людей, десятки 
наступних поколінь на боротьбу за Україну. 

«Письменниця Людмила Старицька- 
Черняхівська в 1918 році писала: «Минуть 
роки, десятки років, століття, - пам'ять про 
юнаків-героїв не загине вовік. Вона 
світитиме не тільки українцям, - всім обра-- 
ним Богом людям, що покладають життя 
своє во ім'я ідеї, во ім'я брата свого», - 
мовиться у зверненні Президента. 

Президент закликав всіх «до єднання 
навколо ідеї нашої держави, національної 
ідеї, ідеї єдності і сили України. Ми, укра- 
їнці, - народ-переможець. Ми зобов'язані 
шанувати кожен наш успіх і кожну 
українську перемогу. Ця шана — не штучна. 
Вона - наша правда, наша суть, наша 
перспектива». 

Прем'єр-міністр Юлія Тимошенко BBa— 
жає, що кожна річниця подвигу Героїв Крут 
є черговим нагадуванням сучасним політи-- 


кам про відповідальність за долю країни. 

Як повідомили в управлінні у зв'язках зі 
ЗМІ Секретаріату Кабінету міністрів, про 
це йдеться у зверненні Тимошенко з нагоди 
чергової річниці подвигу Героїв Крут. 

На думку голови уряду, бій під залізнич-- 
ною станцією Крути, де за волю України 
загинули 300 патріотів, назавжди золотими 
літерами буде закарбований в історії нашої 
держави. 

«Молоді люди, мов триста спартанців, 
віддали своє життя за свою Батьківщину в 
боротьбі з чужоземним агресором і це був 
приклад жертовної та самовідданої любові 
до рідної землі. «Понад все вони любили 
свій коханий край», - писав поет Павло 
Тичина», - йдеться у зверненні. 

На вшанування пам'яті героїв Крут в 
Твано-Франківську 29 січня проходило віче, 
молодіжна хода, уроки історії. Вперше 
відбулося святкування Дня захисника Ук- 
раїни. Ухвалили звернення до Президента 
України про те, щоб замість 23 лютого, 
День захисника Вітчизни, відзначати 29 
січня, саме на честь героїв Крут, День 
захисника України. 

Із такою ідеєю виступила обласна орга- 
нізація Спілки офіцерів України. За слова-- 
ми її керівника генерал-хорунжого Івана 
Лазора, «захисник України працює на Ук- 
раїну, збагачує її. Українські інтереси вира -- 
жають люди всіх спеціальностей:  журна- 
лісти, військові, педагогічні працівники, 
медики. Тому День захисника України - це 
патріотичне свято української нації. 23 
лютого указом попереднього Президента 
було започатковано як День захисника Bit— 
чизни, а перед тим було свято Збройних сил 
i BM®. Але ця дата не має ні історичного, 
ні логічного зв'язку з сьогоденням». 

Президент Віктор Ющенко підтримує 
ініціативу встановити 29 січня День 
захисника Вітчизни на вшанування подвигу 
Героїв Крут. 

Про це глава держави заявив у своєму 
виступі перед курсантами та студентами 
вищих військових навчальних закладів 
Києва з нагоди Дня подвигу Героїв Крут. 

«День подвигу під Крутами - це наш 
справжній національний день захисника 
Вітчизни. Він неминуче, це моє глибоке 
переконання, постане у серцях кожного 
воїна і громадянина», - сказав Віктор 
Ющенко. 

Водночас глава держави наголосив, що 
підтримує ініціативу, яка, за його словами, 
лунає вже давно щодо державного встанов-- 
лення такого пам'ятного дня. 

Віктор Ющенко також наголосив, що 
День подвигу Героїв Крут є святим для 
української нації і історії, для кожної 
людини, яка несе за собою відповідальність 
за свою Батьківщину. 


На Харківщині виявили рекордну 
суму контрабандних грошей 


(Радіо Свобода) -Харківські прикор- 
донники викрили спробу контрабанди 4,5 
мільйона доларів. 

Як повідомив речник Харківського при-- 
кордонного загону Дмитро Горкольцев 4 
лютого, близько першої години ночі до 
пункту пропуску «Гоптівка» прибув Mikpo— 
автобус. 

Українець, що був за кермом, прямував 
до Росії та їхав «зеленим коридором». Це 
означало, що декларувати водієві нічого. 

Однак прикордонники та митники 
помітили пошкодження обшивки салону i 
вирішили ретельно оглянути автомобіль. 

Під обшивкою салону знайшли 2 
запаяних банківських пакунки з купюрами 


номіналом у 100 доларів по 100 тисяч 
доларів у кожному. 

Ще 43 пакунки виявили під обшивкою з 
лівого боку пасажирського відділення. 

За фактом виявлення валюти митники 
склали протокол про порушення митних 
правил і вилучили валюту. Вирішується 
питання щодо порушення кримінальної 
справи. Чоловіком наразі займається СБУ. 

Де рекордна партія валюти, затримана на 
кордоні за останні роки, повідомили в прес- 
службі Харківського прикордонного 
загону. 

У 2006 році на українсько-російському 
кордоні викрили спробу контрабанди 4 
мільйонів доларів. 
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«Бебі-бум 
шанує героїв Крут | по-українськи» 


В Україні почали більше народжувати... 


Наталка Коваленко, 
Надія Шерстюк, (Радіо Свобода) - 

За минулий рік одразу в трьох 
українських регіонах (Києві, Закарпатті та 
Рівненщині) народжуваність перевищила 
смертність, повідомляють у Міністерстві 
юстиції України. А у Івано-Франківській, 
Чернівецькій та Волинській областях ці 
показники зрівнялися. За рахунок чого 
західна Україна та столиця стали демогра-- 
фічними рекордсменами? Що сприяє Ha— 
роджуваності? Чи вдасться Україні у цьому 
році зберегти високі показники народжува - 
ності? Та яким чином економічна криза 
позначиться на темпах народжуваності? 
Закарпаття має плюсовий приріст насе- 
лення 3 рік поспіль. 

Третій рік поспіль Закарпаття має плю-- 
совий приріст населення. На думку місцевої 
влади та лікарів, суттєво сприяють цьому 
підвищені соціальні виплати при народ- 
женні дитини та покращення медичного 
обслуговування. Щоправда, стверджують 
соціологи, є й інші чинники, розповідає 
місцева кореспондентка Радіо Свобода 
Надія Петрів. 

Велика родинка - - приклад від матері до 
дочки. Саме таким принципом керується 
чимало закарпатців, тому й народжуваність 
зростає з року в рік. Самі жителі області 
розповідають, соціальні допомоги при 
народженні дітей ніколи не є основним 
чинником, переважно головну роль відіграє 
благополучна у всіх відношеннях атмос- 
фера в родині. Каже мати чотирьох дітей 
Евеліна Грицак. «Я з багатодітної родини, 
мій чоловік також. Це так приємно - коли 
велика сім'я збирається на свята за столом, 
на свята, це неймовірно просто...» 

Соціологи говорять, що традиційність та 
спадкоємність моральних і духовних цін- 
ностей - - це якраз один з тих факторів, що 
спонукає мати великі родини. До цього 
можна додати релігійну причину зростання 
народжуваності. Практично все населення 
області глибоко віруюче, і про те, аби 
зробити аборт чи розлучатися, багато хто 
навіть подумати не може. До того ж, крім 
православної та католицької церкви в 
Закарпатті сильні новітні релігійні течії, у 
яких взагалі неприпустимим є викорис- 
тання контрацептивних засобів. 

У Закарпатті, яке ніколи не мало потуж-- 
них промислових підприємств, заводів 
тощо, багатодітна родина була запорукою 
й матеріального благополуччя. Бебі-бум 
призвів до того, що за останні три роки у 
всіх дитсадочках області відчувається 
дефіцит вільних місць. Якщо ще у 2001 
році дошкільні заклади відвідувала 21 
тисяча дітей, то вже торік ця цифра пере-- 
вищила 30 з половиною тисяч вихованців. 
Крім того, місцева влада називає ще такі 
показові цифри: нині в Закарпатській об-- 
ласті понад 15 тисяч багатодітних сімей. 
Такою кількістю великих родин, кажуть в 
статистиці, далеко не всі більші за насе- 
ленням регіони України похвалитися не 
можуть... 

На Рівненщині майже на тисячу осіб 
народилося більше, ніж померло торік. Що 
стосується народжуваності, то область 
традиційно не пасе задніх. Чому саме тут 
спостерігається демографічний позитив, 
з'ясовувала рівненська кореспондентка 
Радіо Свобода Валентина Одарченко. 

Природний приріст населення на Рівнен-- 
щині, всупереч загальноукраїнським TeH— 
денціям, завжди був позитивним. «Виру-- 
чали» північні райони - у Дубровицькому, 
Рокитнівському, Сарненському, Зарічнен-- 
ському районах найбільше багатодітних. За 
минулий рік у порівнянні з 2007 роком на 
Рівненщині народилося на 1300 більше 
дітей. Лише у Рівному нині мешкає близько 
800 багатодітних сімей. Нині, як зауважила 
заступник начальника управління охорони 
здоров'я Марія Думановська, показники у 


північних та південних районах вирівню- 
ються. «В цьому році у нас значно 3MeH— 
шився показник малюкової смертності 
дітей до року». 

Велику роль у прагненні рівнян мати 
більше дітей відіграли соціальні виплати, 
каже Марія Думановська. Тим часом Hapo— 
дознавець Марія Немиро вважає, що подіб- 
на демографічна поведінка рівнян продик-- 
тована історичною пам'яттю. «Дитина 
вважається даром Божим, і нещаслива та 
сім'я, яка не має дітей. Згадайте всі наші 
казки й перекази, коли не було дітей - сім'я 
вважалася неповною». 

Багатодітні рівненські родини не є за- 
можними. 95 % із них потребують держав-- 
ної допомоги, а особливо поліпшення 
житлових умов. 

На західній Україні традиційно була ви-- 
сока народжуваність, зазначає Валентина 
Кунда, директор департаменту у справах 
сімейного стану громадян Міністерства 
юстиції України. А державні виплати при 
народженні дитини стимулювали приріст 
населення і вивели Закарпаття, Рівненщину 
та Київ у рекордсмени за демографічними 
показниками. Хоча матеріальний чинник, 
зауважує Валентина Кунда, не є найго- 
ловнішим, але він не є й останнім. «Якщо 
ми будемо краще жити -більше будуть 
народжувати й в інших областях. Однак 
криза економічна та криза духовна - дві 
сторони медалі. Якщо люди будуть ще й 
духовно багатші, то економічна криза буде 
не так впливати, дітей будуть народжувати, 
а не вбивати». 

20 річний Вадим з міста Камінь-Ка- 
ширський Волинської області минулого 
року став батьком. Аби прогодувати дру- 
жину і тримісячного сина Вадим їздить до 
Росії на заробітки. При його нинішній 
зарплаті у 700 гривень про другу дитину 
найближчим часом навіть не думають, 
розповідає Вадим. «Держава дає смішну 
допомогу (200 гривень на місяць), цих 
грошей не вистачає. 200 гривень потрібно 
тільки на памперси, стільки ж на одяг. 
Добре, що у нас є своє господарство, 
домашнє молоко та й батьки допомагають». 

Крива народжуваності в Україні потроху 
почала рости з 2002 року і це завдяки 
західним областям, говорить демограф 
Елла Лібанова. Але говорити про приріст 
населення по всій території наразі не 
можна. Більше того, оскільки минулий рік 
був високосним і менше реєстрували 
шлюбів, то навряд чи варто очікувати бебі- 
бума цього та наступного років, зазначає 
Елла Лібанова. «Це просто цикл такий. 
Цього року буде скорочення, не тому що 
криза, а тому, що минулий рік був висо-- 
косний. А після високосного року завжди 
зниження народжуваність. Щоб збільшу-- 
валася чисельність? І мови бути не може! 
Дай Бог, щоб уповільнити темпи скоро- 
чення населення. Це лише 3 регіони, а в 
цілому населення є старим». 

Демографічні зрушення, зафіксовані у 
двох українських регіонах та Києві, мо- 
жуть стати винятком, вважає експерт 
Інституту економічних досліджень та полі - 
тичних консультацій Олександра Бетлій. 
Не виключено, що економічна криза 
незабаром призведе до того, що смертність 
випереджатиме народжуваність по всій 
Україні. Як і це й було в останні роки. 
«Деякі люди почали народжувати, бо 
вважали, що в країні уже є стабільність, а 
деякі - через те, що вік «піджимав». В май- 
бутньому все залежатиме від тривалості 
економічної кризи та її глибини». 

А як прогнозує Світовий банк, за менш, 
ніж чверть століття населення України 
скоротиться на 20%. I у 2025 році «нас 
буде» 37 мільйонів. 
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Left to Right: Oleh Romanyshyn, Ігупа Мусак, ог Ostash, Andrew Gregorovich, Oleksander Danyleiko, Orest 
Steciw. 


LUC executive members, 
Gregorovich, awarded 


(LUC/UkrNews)—Three leading members of the 
National Executive of the League of Ukrainian Cana- 
dians received prestigious awards from the Ukrainian 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs: The Honourable Cross of 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Awards were issued 
by Dr. Бог Ostash, Ukrainian Ambassador of Ukraine 
to Canada, on the 90th Anniversary of the unification 
of Western and Eastern Ukrainian lands on January 22, 
1918-1919. This event was held by the Ukrainian Ca- 
nadian Congress (UCC) — Toronto Branch. 

Oleh Romanyshyn, President of the LUC and Orest 
Steciw, LUC Holodomor Projects Coordinator received 
awards for raising awareness about the Holodomor as 
authors of the comprehensive exhibit on the Ukrainian 
Famine Genocide — “Holodomor: Genocide by Fam- 
ine”. 

“Holodomor: Genocide by Famine” is part of a larger 
project called, Let’s Build 1000 Monuments to the Vic- 
tims of the Holodomor, which plans on distributing this 
exhibit, and thereby raise awareness, to all major uni- 
versities, libraries and museums. Visit 
<www.holodomoreducation.org> to learn more about 
this project. 

Iryna Mycak, a long-standing member of the Ukrai- 


nian Youth Association and League of Ukrainian Ca- 
nadians also received the same award for her work as 
Chair of the National Holodomor Commemoration 
Committee, UCC. \ 

According to the Executive Director of the League 
of Ukrainian Canadians, Volodymyr Paslavskyi, “these 
awards signify as much support from the Ukrainian Ca- 
nadian Community as they signify recognition from 
Ukraine and her Ministry of Foreign Affairs for the type 
of work that LUC does on a daily basis”. 

In addition, together with Oleh Romanyshyn and 
Orest Steciw, Andrew Gregorovich — a third author 
of the exhibit on the Holodomor — was recognized 
with the same award. Gregorovich has been a long time 
activist and leader with the Ukrainian National Fed- 
eration. 

The League of Ukrainian Canadians is a registered 
non-profit organization dedicated to the continued 
growth and development of a prosperous Ukrainian 
community in Canada. It maintains strong ties with 
Non-governmental Organizations in Canada and 
Ukraine, recognizing a strong interdependency and the 
mutual benefit of communication and cooperation. Visit 
<www.lucorg.com> to learn more about us. 


Yushchenko honours Canadian citizens 


(Press Office of the Embassy of Ukraine in 
Canada) — President of Ukraine Victor Yushchenko on 
Jan. 19 issued Decree #30/2009 which honours scien- 
tists and historians for their significant contribution to 
foundation of the National centre of Ukrainian history 
and culture in Baturyn. 

There are two Canadians among the persons, 
honoured by the Ukrainian President: 

Dr. Zenon Kohut, Director of the Canadian Institute 
of Ukrainian Studies (CIUS), University of Alberta, and 
adviser of the Canada-Ukraine archaeological expedi- 
tion in Baturyn, with the Order of Merit, III Class; 

Dr. Volodymyr Mezentsev, Lecturer at the Depart- 


ment of Slavic Languages and Literatures, University 
of Toronto, Research Fellow of the Canadian Institute 
of Ukrainian Studies (CIUS), University of Alberta, 
Edmonton and Toronto, and promoter of the Baturyn 
project and the liaison between the Western and Ukrai- 
nian universities, scholars, and cosponsors of this 
project, with the Order of Merit, Ш Class. 

Baturyn is a historic town that was the official capi- 
tal of the Kozak Hetman state in Left-Bank Ukraine in 
1669-1708 and 1750-1764. In 1993 Baturyn was de- 
clared the centre of a national site of Ukrainian history 
and culture and in 2002 a government programme was 
approved to restore Baturyn to its former glory. 


Ostash named one of Ottawa’s key diplomats 


(UkrNews/Press Service of the Embassy of Ukraine 
in Canada)—Jan 28, “Embassy:, Canada’s foreign 
policy newsweekly presented a look at Ottawa’s key 
diplomatic players, and the issues they’ll be pushing 
this session. Ambassador of Ukraine to Canada Thor 
Ostash is on the top ten rating list. There are 171 for- 
eign representatives accredited in Ottawa. 

In the article “Diplomats to Watch This Session” Jeff 
Davis wrote: “Both the downturn in the global economy 
and a major American foreign policy realignment are ex- 
pected to have major implications for Canada’s own for- 
eign policy, over the next few months. Behind the scenes, 
senior diplomats and heads of mission from a handful of 
countries will be at the centre of this change, with some 
seeing their countries’ stock rocket upwards. Others could 
find themselves, and their countries, left in the cold.’ 


Regarding Ostash, he wrote: 

“Ukraine is one of those countries with which rela- 
tions have dramatically improved during the Harper 
years, not least because it is looking West in the face of 
Russian pressure. Ukraine is Canada’s only develop- 
ment partner in Europe, and Canada has been a staunch 
and vocal supporter of Ukraine’s ongoing bid to join 
NATO. Back in May, Ukrainian President Viktor 
Yushchenko visited Ottawa and the government rec- 
ognized the Holodomor, Ukraine’s great famine of 
1932-1933, as a genocide, much to the delight of the 
one million Canadians of Ukrainian descent. And it 
doesn’t hurt that Ukrainian troops are active in Afghani- 
stan. As the question of Ukraine’s bid for admission 
into NATO heats up again later this year, expect to see 
Mr. Ostash making the rounds.” 


Left to Right: Yaryna’s father, Edmonotn East MP Preter Goldring ar 
Yaryna Kobel greet voters during the morning rush hour. 


Lviv intern experiences 
Canadian campaign 


By Yaryna Kobel, CUPP 2008 Intern 

Time is passing amazingly quickly! And the whole story already belon; 
to the history...even though for me it looks like it just began yesterday. 

It was the eighteenth time that a precisely selected group of Ukrainiz 
students got the opportunity to visit Canada, learn how Canadian demo 
racy works in practice and gain new experience. 22 young Ukrainiar 
from different universities were doing their internships with Canad: 
Ukraine Parliamentary Program in the Canadian Parliament. But this 20( 
year program differed from the previous years: the Parliament was sh 
down.and new elections scheduled. Therefore the interns got a rare oppo 
tunity to become a part of the candidates’ campaigns from different polit 
cal parties all over Canada. The students got an incredible chance not on 
to work in the campaign but also to compare elections in the two cout 
tries, analyze them and form an opinion about how Ukrainian elector 
system can use Canadian experience. 

I was doing my internship in Edmonton volunteering in the electic 
campaign of Peter Goldring a candidate for the Conservative Party. 

I now know how different Canada can be! I see a great change from tt 
Toronto style to Edmonton. Bright, broad and wide space, streets and а 
enues with only numbers. And lots of wooden fences protecting living are: 
from environmental noise and dust. No people walking in the streets exce| 
White Ave. and downtown. This is the image of Edmonton in my mind. 

From the very first day at the campaign office I realized some very bas 
principles of the pre-election work in Canada. First of all I mean that thing 
that were unusual for me but which are a part of Canadian electoral trad 
tion, like my involvement in different kinds of work at the campaign offic 
of the Hon. Peter Goldring. I was checking the voters’ phone numbers an 
calling people to ask for their support and volunteering. I was also askin 
them if they would like to Боб а lawn sign on their property. That all mea 
the work with every voter individually: all concerns were heard. 

There were some events that greatly impressed me, like the Stephe 
Harper’s speech at the Ramada Inn. That was the first time I saw an elec 
toral campaign like on TV. Many people wore the colours of the Conse 
vative Party were really excited about the show. The atmosphere of thi 
meeting was tremendous and inspiring. The Prime Minister of Canad 
spoke in brief sentences almost throwing slogans into the crowd. He wa 
speaking on vital issues of Conservative Party Platform, about what goy 
ernment had already done and what was supposed to be done next. 

Another interesting event took place on Sept. 21, It was an Open Hous 
at the campaign office. We hosted a barbecue for Conservative support 
ers. Mostly people of middle age came to this meeting. Mr. Goldring an 
swered a lot of questions for long hours. Some general questions deal 
with key issues of foreign policy and national security as seen by the Con 
servative Party’s Platform. There were some personal questions. One lad; 
asked for Peter Goldring’s advice about immigration issues relating he 
brother. Also there were questions about housing and Mr. Goldring’s book 

Since the first election campaign of Mr. Goldring there is a tradition o 
greeting people passing by in cars on rush hours. So it was this election. I 
was fun to greet passengers in every passing car. Even my father who 1: 
completing his PhD at the University of Alberta participated in “waving’ 
to the people in the streets. 

So, summarizing my impressions and lessons received on the election 
campaign in Edmonton East I would highlight the following: 

» Work with every voter individually: all concerns to be heard; 

» Seek support: lawn signs, door knocking; flyers delivery; phone calls 
rush hours waiving; barbeques and meetings with voters; 

e Internal affairs: Conservative party meetings and #1- visit of the Prime 
Minister. 

» Finally: hard work of volunteers; low financial expenses on electoral 
campaign; belief in 100% of success. 

Will this be enough to provide success for the Conservative Party in the 
future rallies? I wouldn’t be 100% sure. Things are constantly changing 
so do the requirements to the people who run the campaigns. New times 
will need new approaches. 

Yaryna Kobel is fourth year student in the Faculty of Law at the Ivan 
Franko National University of Lviv. 
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Книга про 
гетьманську столицю 


Батуринська старовина: збірник наукових 
праць, присвячений 300-літтю Батурин- 
ської трагедії. За ред. Зенона Когута та 
ін. Київ: Видавництво ім. Олени Теліги, 
2008. 512 стор., чорно-білі та кольорові 
ілюстрації. 


У запропонованому збірнику статтей 
археологи, історики, архітектори, мистецт- 
вознавці та інші дослідники з України, Ка- 
нади, Америки, Росії, Швеції та Італії на 
підставі аналізи нововиявлених археологіч- 
них матеріялів та маловідомих писемних 
джерел висвітлюють розвиток м. Батурина 
в контексті історії та культури Київської 
Русі та Української козацької держави. 

До встановлення незалежної України 
дослідження цього міста, колишньої сто- 
лиці за гетьманства Івана Мазепи (1687— 
1708), було неможливим з політичних 
причин. У 1995-97 рр. археологічна експе- 
диція Чернігівського університету почала 
розкопки у Батурині, а в 2001-08 рр. їх 
успішно продовжила українсько-канадська 
експедиція. Від 2001 р. Батуринський архе- 
ологічний проєкт спонсорується Канадсь- 
ким інститутом українських студій (КТУС) 
в рамках Програми дослідження Східньої 
України iM. Ковальських, а також Науко- 
вим товариством ім. Шевченка в Америці 
та Понтифікальним інститутом середньо- 
вічних студій у Торонті. Проєкт очолює 
провідний історик Гетьманщини, директор 
КТУСу та Програми Ковальських, проф. 
Зенон Когут. У книзі підсумовуються та 
осмислюються результати понад десяти- 
літніх широкомаштабних розкопок Бату- 
рина. 

На сьогодні це найбільша збірка статтей 
з різних дисциплін, в яких розглядаються 
проблеми зародження та піднесення міста, 
коли воно стало столицею Гетьманщини 
(1669-1708), особливо за блискучого 
правління Мазепи. Археологічні студії про 
топографію, фортифікацію, архітектуру, 
планування, забудову, соціяльну структуру, 
ремесло, торгівлю, мистецтво й міжнародні 
зв'язки цього центру доповнюють дослід- 
ження про його політичну, військову, цер- 
ковну й інтелектуальну історію за 
князівської i козацької доби. 

Читачам пропонується детальна аналіза 
писемних джерел про підтримку батурин- 
цями повстання Мазепи проти російського 
панування на Лівобережній Україні та 
тотальне зруйнування гетьманської столиці 
й вигублення її оборонців та цивільного 
населення (близько 11-14 тисяч осіб) 
московським військом у 1708 р. Наведені 


сі козі ТВ 


ЇМ пай 
Батуринська 
старовина 


археологічні свідчення, здобуті українсько- 
канадською експедицією, підтверджують і 
суттєво доповнюють писемні відомості та 
народні перекази про героїчну оборону i 
знищення Батурина. Збірник наукових 
статтей присвячено 300-річчю Батуринсь- 
кої трагедії 1708 р. на вшанування цієї 
сумної події в історії України і для 
поширення інформації про неї у світі. 

Книга є вагомим внеском у міждисцип- 
лінарне вивчення славного українського 
міста та історії 1 культури козацько-геть- 
манської держави в цілому. Вона рекомен- 
дується до уваги науковців, студентів, учи- 
телів, музейних працівників, духівництва та 
всіх шанувальників української старовини. 
Окрім більшости статтей, написаних 
українською мовою, збірник містить 
окремі статті російською та англійською 
мовами. 

Батуринську старовину можна прид- 
бати у твердій палітурці за 59.95 кан. дол. 
(плюс податок і поштові витрати; поза 
межами Канади ціни в долярах США). 
Замовлення можна зробити через захи- 
щену електронну систему Видавництва 
КТУСУ за agpecoro www.utoronto.ca/cius або 
зв'язавшись безпосередньо з видавництвом: 
430 Pembina Hall, University of Alberta, 
Edmonton, AB, Canada T6G 2Н8; tel. (780) 
492-2973; fax: (780) 492-4967; e-mail: 
cius@ualberta.ca. 

Д-р Володимир Мезенцев (KIYC) 


У Дніпропетровську скандал з 
виданням Книги жертв Голодомору 


(Радіо Свобода)- -Попри рішення Дніп- 
ропетровської обласної ради, видання 
регіонального тому Книги пам'яті жертв 
Голодомору профінансували з обласного 
бюджету. 

Як стало відомо 29 січня на сесії обласної 
ради, тепер депутати намагаються з'ясу-- 
вати, яким чином були виділені бюджетні 
кошти, і вимагають заслухати звіт робочої 
групи, що працювала над виданням. 

Два місяці тому депутати облради призу-- 
пинили фінансування Книги пам'яті через 
неякісну, на їхню думку, підготовку MaTe— 
ріалів. Дані, зібрані школярами та студен-- 


тами, були поставлені під сумнів, у книзі 
побачили помилки і неточності. 

За рішенням депутатів, регіональний том 
Книги пам'яті мав бути допрацьований 
фахівцями-істориками, а тоді вже запуще-- 
ний у друк великим накладом. 

Надрук книги в обласному бюджеті було 
заплановано 400 тисяч гривень. 

Регіональну Книгу пам'яті на Дніпропет- 
ровщині підготували до 75-их роковин Голо-- 
домору. До неї увійшли свідчення очевидців 
і учасників трагічних подій 1932-1933 років. 
Область стала першим із регіонів України, 
який видрукував свій том Книги пам'яті. 


З організму Ющенка вивели 9590 діоксину - лікар 


(Радіо Свобода)- -Особистий лікар 
Президента Ростислав Валіхновський 
запевняє, що Віктор Ющенко почувається 
добре i перебуває в нормальній фізичній 
формі. 

За його словами, разючу зміну в стані 
здоров'я глава держави продемонстрував 
під час останнього святкування Водохреща, 
коли купався в ополонці. 

«Дійсно, 95% діоксину з організму 


Президента виведено 1, слава Богу, стан 
його нормальний і стабільний», - зазначив 
Валіхновський. 

На початку червня минулого року 
Генеральна прокуратура заявила про 
безперечність отруєння Віктора Ющенка 
I зином під час президентської виборчої 
ка її восени 2004 року. Розслідування 
кримінальної справи щодо цього досі не 
завершене. 
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Проект композиції "Вертеп". 


Українські скульптори 


представлять свої 
роботи в Канаді 


(Прес-служба Посольства України в Ка- 
наді)- У 2009 році вперше команда укра- 
їнських скульпторів візьме участь у фести- 
валях крижаних та снігових скульптур в 
Канаді - в Квебек-сіті, Оттаві та Руен- 
Норанда. 

1-9 лютого троє скульпторів - Орест 
Дзиндра, Сергій Кляпетура та Петро Рома- 
нюк - візьмуть участь у найвідомішому i 
найбільшому у світі фестивалі снігової 
скульптури у Квебеці. " Українська ко- 
манда скульпторів запропонувала на розсуд 
міжнародного журі проект композиції 
"Вертеп" i виборола право вирізьбити 
скульптуру зі снігу на "повен зріст": висота 
скульптури 4 м, довжина - 6,4 м, ширина - 
3 м. Скульптуру робитимемо виключно 
лопатами та сокирами, механічні та 
електричні засоби забороняються. ", - заз- 
начив Орест Дзиндра. 

Орест Дзиндра народився у м. Львові, 
1998 року закінчив Львівську Академію 
Мистецтв (кафедра скульптури). Учасник 
міжнародного проекту по відбудові храму 
Христа Спасителя в Москві, співавтор 
скульптурної композиції "Голгофа" під 
Києвом, учасник першого та наступних 
крижаних симпозіумів у Львові, учасник 
численних міжнародних та вітчизняних 
симпозіумів та виставок. 

Сергій Кляпетура народився в Кам'янці- 
Подільському, закінчив Львівську Акаде- 
мію Мистецтв (кафедра скульптури). З 
2006 року - викладач скульптури у 
Кам'янець-Подільському державному 
університеті. У 2007 році започаткував 
скульптурний симпозіум - PETRAMANIA 
2007. Співавтор скульптурної композиції 
"Пієта? у православному монастирі під 
Києвом, автор багатьох монументальних 
творів,  станкових портретів Ta 
декоративних композицій. 

Петро Романюк народився в селі Мишин 
Коломийського району Івано-Франківської 
області. Скульптор, член Національної 
Спілки Художників України з 1992 року. 
У 1989 році закінчив Академію образо- 
творчого мистецтва і архітектури за фахом 
"скульптура", - майстерня В. Бородая. 
Дипломну роботу-скульптуру "Григорій 
Сковорода? (бронза, h=2 м) встановлено в 
Переяслав-Хмельницькому державному 
історико-культурному заповіднику. З 1991 
року - постійний учасник Всеукраїнських 
художніх виставок, міжнародних скульп- 
турних симпозіумів (1994 - Франція, 1995 
- Україна, 1998-2008pp - Естонія, 2008 - 
Литва, 2004, 2006 - Великобританія). У 
січні 2000 року брав участь у створенні 
першого в Україні Парку льодової скульп- 
тури на Михайлівській площі у м. Києві. 
У 2002 році під керівництвом П. Романюка 
було споруджено іконостас з мармуру для 


собору Зарваницької Матері Божої, що на 
Тернопільщині. Твори художника зберіга- 
ються в музеях України, приватних збірках 
Франції, США, Естонії. 

6-9 лютого Львівський скульптор 
Мирослав Дедишин візьме участь у 
фестивалі крижаних скульптур в Оттаві. 
"На фестивалі крижаної скульптури в 
Оттаві є різні категорії - одиночна, парна 
та одноблочна. Я в одиночній категорії за 
28 годин повинен за допомогою елек- 
тричних інструментів зробити свою ком- 
позицію "Янгол" з 8 блоків криги. Забо- 
ронена будь-яка допомога: потрібно склеїти 
блоки, щоб вони не розламалися, вирізати 
фігуру, і зважати на те, аби вона теж не 
відламалася. Композиція "Янгол" є в брон- 
зі, але крига - цікавий матеріал, він надає 
скульптурі прозорості та легкості, - 
зазначив Мирослав Дедишин . 

Мирослав Дедишин народився на 
Гуцульщині, мешкає у Львові. Скульптури 
виконує переважно в бронзі та дереві, 
рідше в цементі чи ковальстві, інколи в 
камені, кризі чи теракоті або комбінації 
різних матеріалів. Скульптури в більшості 
інтер'єрних розмірів. Теми: жіночі та 
чоловічі акти, анімалістика, ангели, спорт, 
знаки Зодіаку, портрет, міфи, еротика, 
жарти. Цікавиться просторовою графікою. 

20-22 лютого команда у складі усіх 
чотирьох українських митців візьме участь 
у фестивалі снігових скульптур в Руен- 
Норанда. 

Під час перебування в Канаді українські 
скульптори проведуть низку зустрічей з 
представниками української громади в 
Монреалі, Торонто та Оттаві. 


Проект композиції Мирослава Дедишина 
"Янгол". 


Ukrainian Мем/5/Українські вісті, Feb. 5 - 18, 2009, 5 - 18 лютого, 2009 


CIUS cooperates оп Holodomor | Fr. Robert Taft will be 
issue of The Harriman Review 


By Andrij Makuch, Toronto Office, Canadian Institute 
of Ukrainian Studies 

The Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies has had 
a long-standing interest in furthering research on the 
Holodomor and organizing academic discussion of that 
great tragedy. In fulfilling this goal, CIUS, together with 
the Petro Jacyk Program for the Study of Ukraine (Uni- 
versity of Toronto) and the Ukrainian Canadian »Re- 
search and Documentation Centre, sponsored a 7. 5" an- 
niversary conference on the Ukrainian Famine-Geno- 
cide in Toronto in November 2007 under the title “The 
Holodomor of 1932-33.” The conference organizers 
invited four prominent scholars from Ukraine to dis- 
cuss the current state of Famine studies in the home- 
land. 

The papers presented at that event have now appeared 
in a special “Holodomor” issue of The Harriman Re- 
view, published by the Harriman Institute at Columbia 
University in New York as part of the Famine com- 
memoration by the Ukrainian Program at that univer- 
sity. Review editor Dr. Ronald Meyer invited the se- 
nior manuscript editor of the CIUS Internet Encyclo- 
pedia of Ukraine project, Andrij Makuch, to serve as 
guest editor for this special issue. Frank Sysyn, head 
of the CIUS Toronto Office and acting head of 
Columbia’s Ukrainian Program, wrote the preface to 
the volume, noting in particular the advance in 
Holodomor studies since the 50 anniversary of that 
event in the early 1980s. 

The articles focus on questions of the Famine as a 
public issue in contemporary Ukraine, recent writing 
on Holodomor history, and the location of source ma- 
terials for present and future research about the events 
of 1932-33. 

In his article “Holodomor: The Politics of Memory 
and Political Infighting in Contemporary Ukraine,” the 
renowned journalist and social critic Mykola Riabchuk 
writes about the cynical and manipulative manner in 
which the post-Soviet Ukrainian leadership treated the 
Famine issue. The matter was given a certain amount 
of attention insofar as it afforded legitimacy on the 
national question to the country’s new masters, but it 
was never vigorously pursued before Viktor 
Yushchenko came to power. 

Liudmyla Hrynevych, a senior scholar at the Insti- 
tute of History, National Academy of Sciences of 
Ukraine (NANU), examines “The Present State of 
Ukrainian Historiography on the Holodomor and Pros- 
pects for Its Development.” Her article provides a short 
overview of how the Famine was dealt with—or not 
dealt with —in historical writing prior to 1991. She then 
looks at developments in Holodomor historiography 
since that time, with a separate treatment of how the 
matter has played out in ideological popular writings. 

The last two articles deal with archival matters. 
“Holodomor Archives and Sources: The State of the 
Art” by Hennadii Boriak, formerly director and then 
deputy director of the State Committee on Archives of 
Ukraine and now a department head at the NANU In- 
stitute of History who oversees its multivolume 


The Holodomor of 1932-33 


Papers from the 75th-Anniversary Conference 
on the Ukrainian Еатіпе-Сепосійе 


University of Toronto, November 1, 2007 
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Entsyklopediia ukrayins’koii istoriyi project (in both 
hard copy and electronic forms), looks at the current 
situation in Ukraine, where considerable effort has been 
expended to make archival material on the Famine more 
readily accessible. He also makes some keen observa- 
tions regarding illustrative materials about collectiv- 
ization and the Holodomor, as well as the usefulness 
of death registers and district| (raion) newspapers in 
studying the Famine. “Archives in Russia on the Fam- 
ine in Ukraine” by Iryna Matiash, director of the Ukrai- 
nian Research Institute of Archival Affairs and Docu- 
ment Studies, looks at holdings in repositories in Rus- 
sia. She indicates that they contain a great deal of ma- 
terial dealing with the Famine, but the full extent of 
Russia’s Holodomor-related holdings has never been 
fully ascertained, let alone researched. 

The November 2007 conference included commen- 
taries by anumber of prominent Western specialists — 
Lynne Viola (U of T), Terry Martin (Harvard Univer- 
sity), and Dominique Arel (Chair of Ukrainian Stud- 
ies, University of Ottawa). Their remarks do not ap- 
pear in this volume, but they can be viewed on a 
Webcast of the entire conference proceedings, which 
can be found at the U of T’s Munk Centre site (see 
http://webapp.mcis.utoronto.ca/Webcasts.aspx). 

Copies of this special issue of The Harriman Review 
(vol. 16, no. 2 [November 2008]) can be obtained for 
US $10.00 (S&H included) from The Harriman Insti- 
tute, 420 West 11888 Street, МС 3345, Columbia Uni- 
versity, New York, NY, USA (attn.: Dr. Ron Meyer). 
Alternately, this publication is readily available online 
at the Harriman Web site: 
<http://www.harrimaninstitute.org>. 


Museum of the Ukrainian 
Revolution 1917-1919 opened 


(RISU)—Jan, 22 in Kyiv the Museum of the Ukrai- 
nian Revolution 1917-1919 opened. So far the display 
occupies one large room in the former premises of the 
Central Council (Kyiv City Teacher’s House). In the 
future it is promised to extend the museum. In the dis- 
plays of the Museum of the Revolution are pictures, 
documents, and personal items of heroes of those times, 
reports Channel 5. 

Jan. 27 the museum was blessed by representatives 
of the Greek-Catholic and Orthodox Churches. From 
the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church (UGCC), Patri- 
arch Lubomyr, Major Archbishop of Kyiv and Halych, 
and Rev. Fr. Oleksa Petriv, Head of the Secretariat of 
the Major Archbishopric, performed the blessing. The 
Ukrainian Institute of National Memory undertook the 
creation of the exposition of the Museum of the Ukrai- 
nian Revolution in 2008. The basis of the concept of 
the exposition of the museum are the principle of the 
perseverance of the historical memory of the Ukrai- 
nian people and state-creating traditions of the time of 
the Ukrainian revolution, 1917-1919. The center of the 
exposition is the national emblem of the UNR [Ukzai- 

nian National Republic] and the Fourth Universal of 
the Central Council, with which the complete state in- 
dependence of the UNR was proclaimed on January 


22, 1918. 

Parallel with the Museum of the Ukrainian Revolu- 
tion 1917-1919, on Jan. 20, in the Kyiv Teacher’s House 
the exhibition “Educational renaissance of the time of 
the Ukrainian revolution, 1917-1919,” devoted to those 
days, opened. It was blessed by the Head of the UGCC, 
at the invitation of Vasyl Kremen, the president of the 
Academy of Pedagogical Sciences of Ukraine. 

Documents exhibited at the exhibition testify that folk 
education in the period of the Ukrainian revolution 
1917-1919 existed and developed not as an isolated, 
second-rate sphere of public life, but as a component 
part of democratic development, the leit-motif of which 
became the national revival of the Ukrainian people. 
Kremen spoke about this during the opening of the 
exhibition. In his words, the period 1917-1919 was ex- 
traordinarily fruitful in the context of the establishment 
of national education in Ukraine. 

In his turn Patriarch Lubomyr talked about the im- 
portance of education, for it gives the opportunity to 
preserve and develop the achievements of previous gen- 
erations. According to the Head of the UGCC, educa- 
tion is important for the state and for the Church, for 
the two main tasks of the Church are to teach and to 
sanctify. 


Plenary Speaker at 
Sheptytsky Institute 
Study Days July 2 


(MASI)— World-renowned litur- 
gist, Fr. Robert Taft SJ, will head the 
list of plenary speakers at this year’s 
Sheptytsky Institute Study Days in 
Ottawa, July 2-4. After last year’s 
stunningly successful conference, 
The Metropolitan Andrey Sheptyt- 
sky Institute of Eastern Christian 
Studies (MASI) of Saint Paul Uni- 
versity immediately turned to Fr. 
Taft to be one of three speakers to 
address the entire assembly. Fr. Taft 
has taught at Rome’s Pontifical Ori- 
ental Institute since the 1970s and 
is the author of almost 20 books and 
more than 600 scholarly articles. 

The other two plenary speakers 
will be Fr. John Behr, academic 
dean, St. Vladimir’s Orthodox Theo- 
logical Seminary, New York and au- 
thor of the ground-breaking The Way 
to Nicaea, and Martha Shepherd of 
Madonna House, the famed commu- 
nity founded by Catherine Doherty. 
They will speak on July 3 and 4 re- 
spectively. 

The theme for this year’s Study 
Days is “Eastern Christian Spiritu- 
ality.” Fr. Taft will treat liturgical 
spirituality. Fr. Behr will discuss 
spirituality from the perspective of 
the Cross. Shepherd will deal with 
the liberating power of silence. The 
Study Days are intended for a broad 
audience. Last year it drew more 
than 200 participants from as far 
away as California and Ukraine. 
Especially popular is the youth pro- 
gram, co-ordinated by Lisa Hladio 
of Pennsylvania. It enables parents 
to participate in the Study Days 
while their children engage in learn- 
ing-games and crafts. This year will 
also include the popular cantor train- 
ing program lead by Melita Mudri- 
Zubacz of Winnipeg and Fr. Roman 
Galadza of Brampton, Ont. 

The conference is described as 


Park. 


“THE CHAPEL ON THE BOULEVARD® 


Fr. Robert Taft SJ 


“an Eastern Christian feast for the 
mind and heart.” It is devoted to 
studying how the Eastern Christian 
lifestyle - Gospel-centred and life- 
affirming — can thrive in the mod- 
ern West. Each day begins with mat- 
ins, followed by the Divine Liturgy 
The plenary address is followed by 
break-out sessions, seminars and 
workshops, and the day ends with 
vespers. Many of the out-of-town 
participants reside at the new Saint 
Paul University residence. Within 
walking distance of Parliament Hill, 
the residence provides very afford- 
able rates for the entire family. Meal 
plans are available in the university 
cafeteria for both residents and other 
participants. 

The Study Days can be followed 
by two-weeks of university classes 
(July 6-18) for which six university 
credits can be earned. The two 
courses being taught this year are 
“Introduction to Eastern Christian 
Spirituality” by Fr. Maxym Lysack, 
and “General Introduction to the 
Eastern Churches” by Fr. Andrew 
Onuferko. 

For more information visit 
www.ustpaul.ca/sheptytsky 
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FUNERAL ADMINISTRATORS AND DIRECTORS 
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UEFA delegation 
positive on Ukraine’s 
Euro 2012 preparations 


(RIA Novosti)— A}An official UEFA delegation has given a positive 
assessment of Ukraine’s preparations to joint host the Euro 2012 soccer 
championships, the Ukrainian government said on Feb. 5. 

The UEFA delegation, led by UEFA secretary general David Taylor, 
started its four-day, six-city visit to Ukraine on Feb. 2. 

“The delegation... was satisfied with what it saw in Ukraine,” the press 
service of Deputy Prime Minister Ivan Vasyunik announced. 

Taylor noted that preparations by the Ukrainian cities due to host games 
— Kyiv, Kharkiv, Dnepropetrovsk, Odesa and Lviv — did not seem to 
have been affected by the global financial crisis. 

ЗІ and the delegates have been amazed, both by the city itself and the 
preparation being currently done by the local and regional authorities as a 
united team,” local media reported Taylor as saying in Kharkiv. 

The delegation was accompanied on its visit by Vasyunik and the presi- 
dent of the Ukrainian Football Federation, Hryhory Surkis. It will now 
travel on to co-hosts Poland. 

The visit came after concerns over Ukraine’s readiness to host the tour- 
nament. UEFA President Michel Platini warned in December that all the 
games could be switched to Poland if Kyiv did not complete construction 
work on the capital’s Olympic Stadium. 


Shevchenko to leave 
Milan for Dynamo Kyiv? 


(Goal.com)— Before joining Milan for the first time back in 1999, Andriy 
Shevchenko spent five seasons with the Ukrainian outfit Dynamo Kyiv, 
where he managed to score 60 times in 117 appearances. 

In fact, Shevchenko joined the club as a 10-year-old, way back in 1986; 
however, it would not be until 1994 that he would break into the playing 
squad. He would go on to win five domestic league titles with the club 
before moving to the Rossoneri. 

Following an unbelievable seven-year stint in Milan, he controversially 
joined Chelsea; however, his poor form in the Premier League saw him 
make a quick return to the Milanese club just two years later. 

Unfortunately for his sake, though, the Ukrainian superstar has been 
unable to replicate his good form of previous years with the club this time 
around, and consequently there have been several rumours surrounding 
his future in recent times. 

The latest reports suggest that his former club, Kyiv, are keen to bring 
him back home, as the club president, Ihor Surkis, has confirmed his de- 
sire to see Sheva wear the “Bilo-Syni’ shirt once again. 

The president has also confirmed that a deal is currently being put to- 
gether, meaning that the 2004 Ballon d’Or winner could be set to leave 
Milan once again. 


Guilherme tipped for 
greatness at Dynamo 


(UEFA)—Ukrainian side FC Dynamo Kyiv have signed forward 
Guilherme Milhomem, 20, from Cruzeiro EC on a five-year deal with 
Kléber, already in Brazil on loan at SE Palmeiras, going in the other direc 
tion along with a fee of €4m. 

Guilherme has scored 28 goals in 58 games for Cruzeiro, and Dynamo 
president Ihor Surkis said: “We're sending Kléber back and also paying 
US$5m to sign Guilherme. We signed Kléber for the same fee, so it’s a 
record deal for us. We have high hopes for the player, who was brought in 
at Yuri Semin’s request. Guilherme is quick and has good dribbling 
skills and vision, but the main thing is that he’ excellent in front of goal. 
Of course he’ll need some time to adapt, and if he does we’ll have a won- 
derful striker.” 

Signed from Sao Paulo FC in 2003/04, Kléber scored 28 goals in 73 league 
games for Dynamo, but spent 2008 back in Brazil, on loan at Palmeiras. 
Dynamo, top of the Ukrainian league during the winter break, will pla 
Valencia CF in the UEFA Cup Round of 32 on 18 and Feb. 26. 


Dynamo president Ihor Surkis and coach Yuri Semin (Getty Images). 


Wladimir Klitschko 
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Vitali Klitschko 


Klitschkos look to hold 
all four belts in 2009 


Vitali and Wladimir Klitschko are worried that pro- 
moters will deny them the chance of holding all four 
heavyweight titles, reports The Associated Press. 

The Ukrainian brothers currently hold three of the 
belts — Wladmir is the IBF and WBO champion, and 
Vitali is the WBC champ. 

Only WBA champion Nikolai Valuev stands between 
a historic four-belt family sweep. 

The Klitschko brothers claimed Monday that 
Valuev’s promoters, Don King and German Wilfried 
Sauerland, are holding up the chance for one of them 
to take his title by offering an unacceptable share of 
the purse. 

“Around the world fans and experts want to see this 
fight,” Vitali Klitschko said. “But these promoters are 
doing everything to make sure that this fight doesn’t 
go ahead.” 

Vitali Klitschko said the purse should be split 50-50 
because it would pit champion against champion. 

Both Vitali, 37, and Wladimir, 32, said they would 
be ready to fight the 7-foot Russian, and Valuey him- 
self has appeared agreeable to the idea. 

“The most important thing is to bring the belt to the 
family,’ Wladimir Klitschko said. 


By Igor Linnik 

(UEFA) —If evidence was needed 
that football has not escaped the grip 
of the global credit crunch then the 
Ukrainian Premier League provides 
it, with activities during the winter 
break unusually subdued. Twelve 
months ago teams were travelling 
far afield for training camps in 
warmer climes, swelled by new 
signings; but this time round the 
modus operandi has been much 
more restrained, an opportunity to 


If the fight does go ahead, Wladimir Klitschko said, 
it will likely be toward the end of the year. That might 
be too late for the brothers to achieve their dream of 
holding all four belts at one time. 

Vitali Klitschko, who announced his retirement in 
2005 but came back in 2007, is preparing for the man- 
datory defense of his WBC title against Juan Carlos 
Gomez of Cuba on March 21. 

He had hoped to fight Britain’s David Haye in June 
in London, but will instead take on the WBC’s No. 1- 
ranked challenger in Stuttgart. 

Wladimir Klitschko said he would now likely face 
Haye, though arrangements have just begun, and men- 
tioned Chris Arreola as another possible opponent this 
year. 

The brothers reiterated they would never break a 
promise to their mother and square off against each 
other in the ring. 

“Our mom will not survive this fight, and we have to 
take care of her,” Wladimir Klitschko said. 


Ukrainian sides go back to basics 


Shakhtar are training closer to home this winter (Getty Images). 


work in-house. 


often offering very good terms.” 


chenko. “The atmosphere is really 


The example has been set by ar- 
guably the richest club in the coun- 
try, Ukrainian champions and cup 
holders FC Shakhtar Donetsk, who 
reconvened at their own Kirsha base 
for winter training on 15 January; 12 
months ago they were in Spain. 
There were no new faces in their 
midst either, coach Mircea Lucescu 
instead looking in-house, promoting 
19-year-old Yaroslav Rakitsky from 
the youth ranks to the first-team 
squad. “We will not buy any more 
players as we already have 30,” ex- 
plained Lucescu, who has recalled 
Nery Alberto Castillo, Ruslan Fomin 
and Zorya Luhansk from loan. “We 
also agreed to sell Brandao to 
Olympique de Marseille, a move that 
underlines our work at Shakhtar. 
Leading European clubs are being 
attracted by some of our players, 


In fifth at the turn of the year, 
Shakhtar will need to keep hold of 
their leading lights if they are to 
close the 12-point deficit on Premier 
League pacesetters FC Dynamo 
Kyiv when the campaign resumes 
at the end of February. The capital 
club are already reaping the rewards 
of their own frugal approach, with 
Yuri Semin duly rewarded for his 
decision to give a number of Ukrai- 
nian starlets a chance to shine as 
Artem Mileyskiy, Olexandr Aliyev 
and Stanislav Bogush all blossom. 
The policy has also helped attract 
players, with Shakhtar youth prod- 
uct Serhiy Kravehenko arriving 
from FC Vorskla Poltava during the 
winter. “Young and experienced 
alike have equal chances of making 
the starting XI,” said the 25-year- 
old Ukrainian international Ктау- 


creative [at Dynamo] and competition 
for places in the lineup is tough.” 

Dynamo’s nearest rivals FC Metal- 
ist Kharkiv have been more active in 
the transfer market, perhaps with an 
eye on their UEFA Cup Round of 32 
tie with UC Sampdoria. At times hin- 
dered by a lack of depth last year, they 
have brought in Andriy Berezovehuk, 
Denis Oleynik and Argentinian mid- 
fielder Walter Anibal Acevedo. Yet 
they too are strengthening their foun- 
dations after revealing plans to revive 
their once famous youth academy, 
aided by a substantial educational/ 
training complex including nine foot- 
ball pitches which is being built near 
their Metalist Stadium home. It will 
be completed some time this year by 
which time, should they continue their 
progress, Metalist could be gracing 
the UEFA Champions League. 
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Ukrainian chief 
banker in legal limbo| Sows economy 


By Pavel Korduban 

(Jamestown Foundation) — The Ukrainian parliament 
has exacerbated both the political and economic crises 
in Ukraine by voting to dismiss National Bank (NBU) 
head Volodymyr Stelmakh. 

Consequently, it is not clear who is running the cen- 
tral bank in a country that has been among the hardest 
hit by the global financial crisis. 

The move was orchestrated by Prime Minister Yulia 
Tymoshenko, who has been demanding Stelmakh’s re- 
moval for months. President Viktor Yushchenko, her 
main rival, has refused to recognize Stelmakh’s dis- 
missal, and the law is apparently on his side. 

Tymoshenko holds Stelmakh responsible for the de- 
valuation of the national currency, the hryvnia, by some 
60 percent against the dollar since summer 2008. She 
also believes that the NBU decision to issue loans worth 
billions of dollars to several ailing banks from Novem- 
ber through January was illegal. Tymoshenko is espe- 
cially unhappy about the refinancing of Ukraine’s sev- 
enth-largest bank, Nadra, which she accused of involve- 
ment in illegal currency speculations, an allegation de- 
nied by the bank. 

Yushchenko’s team views Tymoshenko’s motives dif- 
ferently. Oleksandr Shlapak, Yushchenko’s chief eco- 
nomic advisor, has claimed that Tymoshenko wants to 
eliminate Stelmakh because he opposes her plan to sell 
government bonds to the NBU in order to cover a huge 
budget deficit in 2009. Shlapak warned that if the NBU 
started printing money in order to eliminate the deficit, 
Ukraine’s economy would be thrown back into the 
1990s. In the 1990s Ukraine’s GDP shrank dramati- 
cally, and inflation reached five-digit figures by 1994. 

Ukraine’s parliament, which has been dominated by 
a pro-Tymoshenko coalition since late last year, voted 
no-confidence in Stelmakh twice, in December and 
January. That did not impress Yushchenko, who flatly 
refused to dismiss Stelmakh, his ally since the 1990s 
when Yushchenko himself chaired the NBU and 

| Stelmakh was his deputy. According to the Ukrainian 
constitution, it is the president who has the authority to 
dismiss the NBU head, and parliament is only able to 
reject or approve his decision. 

Since parliament cannot directly dismiss Stelmakh, 
it opted for a bizarre alternative. On Jan. 26 a parlia- 
ment majority voted to invalidate parliament’s approval 
of Stelmakh’s appointment as NBU head in December 
2004. Tymoshenko’s team tried at the same time to re- 
place Stelmakh with Serhy Tyhypko, who led the NBU 
in 2004. The Communists and defectors from 
Yushchenko’s camp who voted to oust Stelmakh re- 
fused, however, to back Tymoshenko’s choice for his 


teplacement. 

This probably means that the NBU will be formally 
steered by Stelmakh’s first deputy, Anatoly Shapovalov, 
as long as Stelmakh’s status is unclear; but Tymoshenko 
also wants Shapovalov out. Justice Minister Mykola 
Onishchuk, who is loyal to Yushchenko, said that 
parliament’s vote on Stelmakh had no legal basis. 
Yushchenko’s legal adviser Ihor Pukshyn said that 
Yushchenko would appeal parliament’s decision to the 
Constitutional Court. 

Arseny Yatsenyuk, a former deputy of Tyhypko and 
parliament speaker in 2007 and 2008, suggested that if 
one accepts parliament’s logic on Stelmakh’s dismissal, 
one should also accept the possibility that parliament 
could replace Tymoshenko with one of her predeces- 
sors in the post of prime minister. In a television inter- 
view, Tymoshenko conceded that parliament had no 
legal powers to dismiss Stelmakh. 

The uncertainty about the NBU leadership may make 
matters worse for Ukraine’s ailing banking sector. 
Prominvestbank, the country’s fifth largest bank and 
the first to send out bad signals last fall, has apparently 
been rescued as the NBU managed to find a buyer for 
it in Moscow — Vnesheconombank, which is chaired 
by none other than Russian Prime Minister Vladimir 
Putin. RODOVID, another one of Ukraine’s top 20 
banks seriously weakened by the financial crisis, is 
about to be sold to ISTIL, a company belonging to a 
British national, Mohammad Zahoor. Several other 
large banks are on the brink of disaster. 

Tycoon Dmytro Firtash has reportedly lost interest 
in the Nadra Bank after RosUkrEnergo, his joint ven- 
ture with Russia’s Gazprom, was eliminated from the 
gas trade between Ukraine and Russia under the recent 
agreements between Tymoshenko and Putin. Firtash de- 
clared his interest in Nadra last November. Nadra is 
seriously short of cash, and the Fitch international rat- 
ing agency recently gave it the lowest rating among 
post-Soviet banks. Shapovalov, speaking in parliament, 
accused the Tymoshenko cabinet of sinking Nadra, 
because at the cabinet’s request a court in Kyiv for- 
bade the NBU to continue refinancing the bank. 
Tymoshenko insists that Nadra is being refinanced il- 
legally on Yushchenko’s orders. 

The NBU has appointed a temporary administrator 
for another large cash-strapped bank, Ukrprombank. 
Ukraine’s largest private bank, PrivatBank, denied ru- 
mors that it was going to buy Ukrprombank. 


Gazprom denies reported natgas transfer 


(Ukrainian Journal) — Russian gas giant Gazprom on 
Jan. 29 denied it had ever transferred 10 billion cubic 
meters of RosUkrEnergo’s natural gas stashed in Ukrai- 
nian underground gas tanks to Naftogaz Ukrayiny, only 
$1.7 billion of debt. 

The gas, now worth at least $4.6 billion according to 
average European gas prices, is in the center of a dis- 
pute between RosUkrEnergo and the Ukrainian goy- 
ernment. 

Gazprom’s statement comes in contrast with the po- 
sition of Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko, who has 
been insisting Gazprom had sold RosUkrEnergo’s gas 
to Naftogaz as part of the broad gas agreement signed 
Jan. 20. і 

“Neither Gazprom nor Gazprom Export have any 
ownership rights on RosUkrEnergo’s gas that is kept 
in Ukrainian underground gas tanks,” Gazprom said in 
the statement. 

Instead, Gazprom said it had transferred to Naftogaz 
Ukrayiny the right to keep and demand the payment of 
RosUkrEnergo’s $1.7 billion debt. 


Budget revenue off 56% 


(Ukrainian Journal) —Ukzraine’s budget revenue fell 
56% from the original forecast in January, reflecting 
slowing economic activity due to ongoing economic 
crisis, the State Treasury reported, Jan. 27. 

The treasury raised 4.23 billion hryvnias in January 
to the general fund, which represents the biggest chunk 
of the budget, compared with 9.52 billion hryvnias 
originally forecast, exposing a major budget deficit. 


This effectively supports claims by Valeriy 
Khoroshkovskiy, until recently the head of the State 
Customs Committee, that the government had no legal 
reason to seize RosUkrEnergo’s gas. 

Tymoshenko fired Khoroshkovskiy on Jan. 28, while 
President Viktor Yushchenko on the same day had ap- 
pointed him to the post of deputy head of SBU security 
service. 

RosUkrEnergo, the Swiss-based gas trader in which 
Gazprom owns 50% stake, the previous week vowed 
to challenge Tymoshenko by filing a lawsuit with an 
international court if the government tries to seize the 
gas. 

Two Ukrainian businessmen own the remaining 
shares in RosUkrEnergo, including Dmytro Firtash, 
who owns 45%, and Ivan Fursin, who owns 5% stake. 

The gas in question is the key to Naftogaz’s ability 
to safely move 110 billion cubic meters of Russian gas 
to markets in the European Union. 

Naftogaz’s failure to control the gas also leaves 
Ukraine with a shortage of about 10 billion cu m of gas 
in 2009 that may potentially reopen its gas dispute with 
Gazprom later this year. 

The development is a setback for Tymoshenko, who 
has called the recent gas agreement with Russia as 
Ukraine’s and her own victory. 

Yushchenko criticized the agreement as unfair for 
Ukraine as it had increase gas prices steeply, while keep- 
ing gas transit fees that Naftogaz charges Gazprom un- 
changed. 

The development comes as Ukraine’s security ser- 
vice SBU on Jan. 28 warned the government against 
illegal confiscation of RosUkrEnergo’s gas. 
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Pynzenyk memo 


near collapse 


(Ukrainian Journal)—Ukraine’s biggest opposition group on Jan. 27 
called for an urgent parliamentary investigation into a secret memo alleg- 
edly written by Finance Minister Viktor Pynzenyk and suggesting the 
economy was about to collapse. 

The 24-page memo, apparently submitted to Prime Minister Yulia 
Tymoshenko and later leaked to the media, says a third of Ukraine’s in- 
dustry has been wiped out by the ongoing global economic crisis. 

It also described as “too optimistic” the Finance Ministry’s own fore- 
cast made several weeks ago that had suggested the economy would con- 
tract by 5% in 2009 

“We entered an extremely serious and deep crisis,” reads the memo 
obtained and published by Ukrayinska Pravda online newspaper. 
“Ukraine’s [economic] situation is the worst in the world. 

Ukraine was one of the first countries to qualify last year for Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund assistance, obtaining a $16 billion emergency loan 
from the group reaction to the international credit crunch and the falling 
price of steel, the country’s main export. 

The hryvnia, the country’s national currency, lost 50% of its value against 
the U.S. dollar over the past four months, while the National Bank of 
Ukraine has been selling dollars from its reserves seeking to stop further 
decline. 

For most of the last year, Ukraine has been battling high inflation that at 
some point had exceeded 32% over a 12-month period, one of the worst 
such indicators in the world. The government curbed inflation in the sum- 
mer, but analysts said consumer prices were on the rise again. 

The memo has suggested that the worst is probably yet to come, under- 
scoring that the economy will probably be experiencing unprecedented 
pressure during the next 12 months. 

Tymoshenko apparently told Pynzenyk to scrap the memo and not to 
show it to anybody. She recently said there were signs suggesting the 
Ukrainian economy would recover by June. 

The Finance Ministry on Jan. 27 refused to comment on the memo. 

But the Regions Party, the largest opposition group, which has long 
accused Tymoshenko of mismanaging the economy, on Jan. 27 called for 
the parliamentary investigation into whether the government has been 
concealing important information about the state of the economy. 

“The facts mentioned in the memo, if proved to be true, show that 
Ukraine is about to be swept by an economic catastrophe unseen since 
acquiring the independence [in 1991],” the Regions Party said in a state- 
ment. 

“Secondly, the current government, and its leader, are desperately try- 
ing to conceal the real status of the economy from the public,” the state- 
ment said. і 

The opposition group said it will immediately create a special commis- 
sion in Parliament to investigate the memo. It will also discuss the issue at 
an upcoming meeting of its “shadow” government, run by former Prime 
Minister Viktor Yanukovych, the leader of the Regions Party. 

The memo suggested that Ukraine will face a major budget deficit this 
year and the government will soon be unable to pay out pensions and 
other social payments. 

Also, Ukraine will not be able to borrow money internationally as coun- 
tries with such [big] budget deficits “are not given money,” the memo 
said. | 

The newspaper said after Tymoshenko had scrapped the memo, 
Pynzenyk had requested a meeting with President Viktor Yushchenko to 
address the same issue, seeking urgent action on the economy. 

“Without an exaggeration, this [memo] today is the government's big- 
gest secret,” the newspaper said. 


Regal Petroleum 
begins deep drilling 


(Ukrainian Journal) —Britain’s Regal Petroleum Plc has started drilling 
at the Mekhedivska-Holotovschynska field, using two new deep drilling 
machines. 

According to the company, a LEWCO 2000HP drilling machine now in 
use has a capacity of 2,000 liters and a carrying capacity of 500 tons, 
which allows the drilling of vertical wells up to 8,000 meters deep, as well 
as horizontal downgrade drilling. The time it takes to drill a well has been 
cut to four or five months. 

In addition, the second machine, an LTI 2000 gas and oil deep drilling 
machine, has an independent power supply of five diesel generators. 


Corruption alienates investors 


(Ukrainian Journal) —Foreign investors have started leaving Ukraine 
not just because of the country’s economic crisis, but also because of the 
high level of corruption among Ukrainian officials. 

According to Deutsche Welle, since the beginning of the financial сгі- 
sis, Israeli companies alone have lost around $500 million in Ukrainian 
market, which has caused a lot of people to give up operating in Ukraine. 
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UOC-KP head continues 
to press for Ukrainian 
autocephaly 


(RISU)—Feb. 1, on the occasion of the enthronement of Patriarch Kirill 
(Gundyaev), head of the Russian Orthodox Church (ROC), Patriarch Filaret 
(Denysenko), head of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church-Kyiv Patriarchate 
(UOC-KP), sent an address to Patriarch Kirill. Among other things. Patri- 
arch Filaret expressed his regret that the last church-wide sobor [assem- 
bly] of the ROC did not consider a decree on the autocephaly of the Ukrai- 
nian church. 

Patriarch Filaret wished Patriarch Kirill “wisdom and gracious help in 
carrying the cross of the first hierarch” and reminded him that he “is called 
to become not so much a great lord as the father for many archpastors, 
pastors and faithful children of the Russian Orthodox Church and also a 
brother and comrade of the heads of the local Orthodox churches.” 

Patriarch Filaret, who, as a former bishop of the ROC, himself ordained 
the present head of ROC as a bishop, wrote that he allowed himself to 
“say what may not be pleasant” but what may be “useful” to the newly- 
elected patriarch of Moscow. 

Patriarch Filaret expressed his regret over the fact that at the last 
churchwide sobor [assembly], Patriarch Kirill did not consider the decree 
of the sobor of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church-Moscow Patriarchate 
(UOC-MP) of Nov. 1-3, 1991 regarding its autocephaly, even though the 
hierarchical sobor of the ROC included this question in the agenda of the 
local sobor. “Neither did you consider the address to the churchwide sobor 
on the matter of the autocephaly of the UOC[-MP], signed by me on be- 
half of our church and approved by the holy synod,” reads the address. 

“You have to realize that the establishment of an autocephalous Ukrai- 
nian Orthodox church is not my personal will or the will of individual 
politicians. This is the will of the majority of the believing Ukrainian people, 
confirmed by the decisions of the sobor of the UOC[-MP] of 1-3 Novem- 
ber 1991, and the very existence of our church. The Ukrainian Orthodox 
church has struggled for its autocephaly for 90 years, and even this fact 
alone shows that this question must not be ignored in expectation that it 
will be resolved by itself. You may state that not all members of the UOC[- 
MP] desire autocephaly and that there is no full unity on this issue. How- 
ever, you yourself had the chance to become the head of the Russian Or- 
thodox Church, despite the fact that not all the members of the hierarchi- 
cal and churchwide sobors wanted that,” said Patriarch Filaret in the ad- 
dress. 

At the same time, Patriarch Filaret stressed that “one should not rely on 
the fact that the Russian church today is numerous and influential, sup- 
ported by the authorities and universal Orthodoxy, and our church (Ukrai- 
nian) ГООС-КРІ is divided and artificially isolated from communion with 
other local churches. This does not give the Russian church the right to 
spread the pride of the secular power under the pretext of religious rite 
(see Rule 8 of the 3rd Ecumenical Council), replace the unity of the church 
in Christ by administrative unity, and preach, spread and establish Rus- 
sian great-power chauvinism under the pretext of combating Ukrainian 
nationalism.” 

The head of the UOC-KP called Patriarch Kirill to learn from the expe- 
rience of his spiritual father Metropolitan Nikodim, who, “by recognizing 
the American metropolitanate as an autocephalous church, overcame its 
long-standing divide with the Russian church.” 

“Find strength in yourself to consign to oblivion the regulations of the 
Hierarchical Sobor of the ROC, passed in June 1992 and February 1997, 
which divided the Ukrainian church. Recognize the autocephaly of the 
Ukrainian church as your predecessors earlier recognized the autocephaly 
of the Georgian, Polish, Czech and Slovak and American churches. Those 
decisions were hardly desirable for people in power, but your predeces- 
sors, prelates Filip, lov, Germogen and Tikhon were also not desirable for 
the people in power.” 


UCU rector speaks of 
Church’s needs 


(RISU)—Speaking at 
the annual Assembly of 
Organizations for Aid to 
the Eastern Churches 
(ROACO), held Jan. 26- 
30, Fr. Borys Gudziak, 
Ph. D., rector of the 
Ukrainian Catholic Uni- 
versity, presented the 
needs of the Ukrainian 
Greek Catholic Church 
(UGCC). 

“Regarding the UGCC, 
its representatives during 
the meeting summarized 
what has been done in the 
approximately 20 years since the 
church has left the underground, 
when there were [legally] no priests, 
churches, or ecclesiastical struc- 
tures,” reported radiovaticana.org. 

“Much has been done, without a 
doubt, though current needs were 
noted, in particular in the sphere of 
religious education and the forma- 
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Rector Fr. Borys Gudziak, 
tion of the clergy.” 

Also discussed were financial 
support for the Malabar and 
Malankar Eastern Catholic churches 
in India, which are growing much, 
and the situation of Christians in the 
Middle East. 

ROACO has members from 50 
different charitable organizations. 
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PHOTO — UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC EPARCHY OF EDMONTON 
Roman Catholic Archbishop Richard Smith of Edmonton greets one of the faithful following the service. Be- 
hind him are Ukrainian Catholic Eparch of Edmnton David Motik and Ukrainian Orthodox Eparch of Edmonton 
Пагіоп. 


Ecumenical Prayer Service for 
Christian Unity held in Edmonton 


(Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of Edmonton)— An 
ecumenical prayer service was held in Edmonton, at 
St. Josaphat Cathedral, Jan. 25, to close the Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity. 

This symbolic service of the unity of the Church was 
adapted from the material prepared and published by 
the Pontifical Council for Christian Unity and the Com- 
mission on Faith and Order of the World Council of 
Churches. The churches and Christian communities in 
Edmonton which observe the week of prayer through 
a single common service, whenever possible, strive to 
experience the liturgical and devotional practice of the 
Christian denomination hosting the service. Thus, the 
ecumenical planning committee chose the format of a 
Ukrainian Catholic Vespers Service, following the 
theme; That they may become one in your hand (Ezek, 
37:17) This theme was selected by the churches in 
Korea. Also, the readings and petitions in the prepared 
material for the 2009 service were used in the service. 

Fr. Gregory Faryna, Chancellor of the Eparchy, was 
the celebrant for the Vespers Service. He was assisted 
by St. Josaphat Cathedral Choir, Axios Men’s Choir 
and the Edmonton Korean United Church Choir. Many 
of the approximately 300 people in attendance sang 


with the choirs as they followed the service in the or- 
der of worship booklets that were provided. 

The service began with a procession of church lead- 
ers and guests representing a number of Christian 
Churches. The theme from the prophesy of Ezekiel, 
read by Archbishop Richard Smith, “joining of two 
sticks to make all people one”, was illustrated by erect- 
ing a large wooden cross at the front of the church. 
This was followed by two young children dressed as 
Mary and Joseph, presenting the baby Jesus wrapped 
in swaddling. The swaddling was removed, and draped 
on the cross to represent the shroud of Jesus. 

After a homily given by Bishop David Мопик, a col- 
lection was taken for the, No Room In The Inn 2008 
Campaign, E4C’s Crossroads Downtown Housing 
Project. The proceeds from the collection from each 
annual ecumenical service for The Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity, are forwarded to a preselected hous- 
ing project. 

Fr. Gregory expressed heartfelt thanks to everyone 
for joining the Edmonton Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy, 
on this occasion of prayer for Christian Unity. All were 
then invited to join in fellowship in the Cathedral Par- 
ish Hall. 


Patriarch Lubomyr comments on 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 


(RISU)—For a whole week in churches of different 
confessions (Ukrainian Orthodox Church-Kyivan Pa- 
triarchate, Churches of Christians of the Evangelical 
Faith of Ukraine (Pentecostals), Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church, Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox Church, 
Roman Catholic Church in Ukraine, and the Ukrainian 
Greek Catholic Church (UGCC)), as part of the Week 
of Prayer for Christian Unity (Jan. 18-25) Christians 
of different Churches conducted services. The final 
prayer took place on Jan. 25 in the Church of Saint 
Basil the Great (UGCC). 

“Tn churches of different confessions we prayed for 
unity. Unity as a gift from the Lord, unity which has to 
be among us Christians, in fulfillment of the testament 
of Christ. Unity like that which exists in the Holy Trin- 
ity.” So Patriarch Lubomyr, Head of the UGCC, sum- 
marized the experience of the week. 

The Head of the UGCC noted that “in every church 
there were exhortations to search for unity. However, 
Patriarch Lubomyr gave attention to the fact that talk 
about unity is not difficult, but it is important to pray 
for it. 

“To talk about unity is very easy, I would say popular. 
Even politicians talk about unity. But to pray for unity 
is already not a simple matter. Now prayer is not empty 
words which come out of our mouths. Prayer has to be 


sincere. It should come from our heart,” he said. 

The Head of the UGCC suggested that those present 
complete the week of prayer with a test of how sincere 
their prayer is. The test consisted of three questions 
which the person has to ask him — or herself: 1. What 
good did I do for my neighbor, even if he does not 
belong to my Church? Did I wish him good; did I cast 
aside everything that is offensive to him? _2. What bad 
did I do to my neighbor who is not from my Church, 
perhaps I mocked him, I was glad at his misfortune, 
glad when he made a mistake? _3. What good did I 
avoid that I could do for my neighbor and did not do? 
Was I glad for my neighbor, did I support him in spirit 
when he had misfortunes? 

“When we answer these questions, we will see how 
sincere our prayer is. When we sincerely wish good 
for our neighbor, only then can we sincerely pray. We 
have to find in our heart that benevolence, that good, 
and to wish it sincerely to all. On such a foundation we 
can build that unity which the Heavenly Father wants 
to give us. Because He already gives it to us, and prom- 
ised not only that He would give it sometime, but al- 
ready now, if we are ready to accept it.” So Patriarch 
Lubomyr explained. 

The prayer meeting was completed with the Lord’s 
Prayer, the “Our Father,” common for all Christians. 


